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In a notice on p. 48 will be found a statement 
of the objects and work of the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Branch of the Board of Trade. 

The Branch has been moved from 50, Parliament 
Street to 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 

The Temporary Enquiry Office, hitherto at 49, 
Eastcheap, E.C., has also been moved to 73, Basinghall 
Street, E.C. 


All applications respecting subscriptivn to the “ Board 
of Trade Journal,” or the purchase of single copies, 
should be addressed in London, to Messrs. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fetter Lane, EH.C., 
and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; in Edinburgh to Messrs. 
Oliver & Boyd; and in Dublin to Edward Ponsonby, 
116, Grafton Street. Copies may also be obtained from 
Messrs. G. Street & Co., Ltd., 30, Cornhill, E.C. 


























OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 
BRITISH INDIA. 


The East Indian Railway Company are prepared to receive tenders 
for the supply and delivery of— 

Deck Spans. Deck spans (100 feet) for new Barakar 

Bridge 
as per specification to be seen at the Company’s Offices, Nicholas 
Lane, London, E.C. 

Tenders are to be sent to the Secretary, marked ‘Tender for 
“7 3 ogee not later than 12 noon, on Wednesday, the 13th day 
of July. 

The Company reserve the right to divide the order, also to 
decline any tender without assigning a reason, and do not bind 
themselves to accept the lowest or any tender. 

For each specification a fee of 11. 1s. is charged, which cannot 
under any circumstances be returned. 
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BRITISH INDIA—continued. 


The Board of Directors of the Southern Mahratta Railway Com- 
pany, Limited, are prepared to receive tenders 
Tools and Stores. for :— 

Miscellaneous tools and stores, | 
as per specification and drawings, which may be seen at the Offices 
of the Company, 46, Queen Anne’s Gate, Westminster, S.W. The 
charge for the specification is one guinea, which will not be 
returned. 

Tenders must be sent in addressed to the Secretary, and marked 
“Tender for Miscellanous Tools and Stores,” not later than 12 noon 
on Tuesday, the 19th July, 1904. 

The directors do not bind themselves to accept the lowest or 
any tender. 


The “ Times of India” (Bombay) states that the Government of 
_— Madras have applied, or are about to apply, to 
a the Mysore Durbar for the loan of the salen 
Hing et wae of Major Joly De Lotbiniere, R.E., for a few 
months in connection with the utilization of 
Periyar power for industrial purposes. The idea mainly is to 
examine the possibility of conducting electrical power from the 
Periyar dam to Madras city for lighting purposes, the distance 
being over 300 miles; there are 126 miles of road in Madras 
to be lighted. 


According to ‘‘La Metallurgie ” (Paris) there will shortly be a 
great demand for electric ventilators and other 


BE ong Fl electrical apparatus in Bombay. At the present 
ps sd time, hardly any of these articles are stocked 
Pparaius ii in the city, as generating stations are few and 
pombay. far between. A station is, however, being 


erected by the municipality of Bombay for the distribution of 
electric light and motive power, and a good opening for electrical 
apparatus will thus be created. 

Bombay, adds “ La Metallurgie,” supplies Arabia largely with 
machinery, more especially with pumps and apparatus for boring 
wells. This machinery has to be carried along distance on camels, 
and it is advisable to construct it so that it may easily be taken to 
pieces ; in cases where this is impossible, the machinery should be 
‘of a very simple and light nature. 


CANADA. 


The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 

os . trade received at the Canadian Government 
Enquiries relating Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., whence further 
to Canadian Trade. i 7 formation regarding them may be obtained :— 


Home Enquiry—An English importer wishes to get into direct 
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‘CANADA—continued. 


éémmunication with actual owners of mica properties in Canada 
who are seeking a market for their output. 


Canadian Enquiries.—A broker having a good connection for 
eanned goods:in Great Britain is able to place a first class pack of 
Canadian lobster with buyers of high class goods. 

A firm of commission agents in Canada wish to communicate 
with English manufacturers of china and glassware, &c., who may 
be desirous cf opening up business with the Dominion. : 

A Canadian firm, interested in the manufacture of cardboard, 
wish to communicate with persons who could take a large pro- 
portion of their output and perhaps also assist the undertaking 
financially. | 
_.A, gentleman from the province of Quebec, interested in 
deposits of spar and quartz, is desirous during a short visit to 
England of meeting persons who would be likely to interest, 
themselves in the establishment of a pottery manufacturing 
business in Canada. 

A Canadian importer, with a good connection in the trade, is 
desirous of establishing relations with an English manufacturer of 
boot and shoe laces. 

A Canadian commission agent desires to communicate with 
exporters of advertising calendars and goods of a similar character. 


’ Note——For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 
Victoria Street, S.W. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Section of the Imperial Institute, from the 
Curator of which Section further information 
regarding them may be obtained :— 


Enquiries relating 
to Canadian Trade. 


Home Enquiries.—A firm of leather merchants in the Midlands 
are in a position to deal with large quantities of calf kid and 
similar qualities of leather, and would be pleased to hear from 
Canadian makers wishing to develop export trade. . 

A’ Liverpool company invite quotation f.o.b. Montreal from 
Canadian manufacturers of staves, headings, and hoops. 

A firm of furniture manufacturers seek supplies of Canadian 
birch, and ask for addresses of firms able to supply same. 


Note——For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the Curator of the Canadian Section 
of the Imperial Institute, S.W. 
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Openings for British Trade. 
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AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


In a recent report by the Canadian Commercial Agent at 
Melbourne, it is stated that there is every 


Modern ueating probability of a demand shortly taking place 
‘in wd for hot water and steam radiators, and warm 


air furnaces. Last winter the two principal 
theatres in that city were heated for the first time, one on the 
radiator principle, and the other by electricity, the latter not 
proving very successful. These are the only instances in which 
an attempt has been made to heat places of amusement in Victoria. 
The large number of halls, churches, &c., throughout the State 
are absolutely without heating appliances. Complaints appear, 
from time to time, in the press, concerning the cold experienced 
in these buildings. 

Hotels and office buildings have only open fire places or very 
indifferent and objectionable gas stoves. The Victorian winter 
extends from about May until the end of September. There 
seems to be an opening for an energetic firm to make an effort to 
place their manufactures on the Victorian market, and to educate 
the people in the use of modern heating appliances. To success- 
fully introduce these appliances would require the services of an 
expert in the business, fully qualified to sell the goods and attend 
to their installation. 


A firm of flint glass and bottle manufacturers in Sydney, New 
Price Lists of South Wales, wish to get into communication 
state Glam with makers in the United Kingdom of kerosene 

oo lamp goods, chimneys, burners, &c., gas globes, 


ney i incandescent goods, glass-cutting machinery, 
"South Wales Sand blast, fire clay and fire bricks. 


For further particulars application should be 
made to the Agent-General for New South Wales, 9, Victoria 
Street, S.W. : 





EGYPT. 
The Egyptian “Journal Officiel” of the 27th June announces that 
iii Cees. tenders will be received at the Central Admini- 
— ¥] 1. stration, Sanitary Department, Cairo, until 
—— i p-m. on loth Augast, 1904, for the supply of 
ian emer hospital stores and equipment, consisting of 
- calicoes, flannels, cooking utensils, &c., neces- 

sary for the year 1900. 

Forms of tender, samples, and all information may be obtained 
on application to the Director ot Stores, Central Administration, 
any day from 9 a.m. to 12 noon, Fridays excepted. 

Offers should be made on special forms issued by the Sanitary 
Department, accompanied by stamped paper of 30 milliémes, 
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Tenders should be addressed ‘“ Director-General, Sanitary 
Department, Cairo,” and marked in left hand corner “ ‘Tender for 
Hospital Stores, &o.” 

Offers submitted after the above-mentioned date, or not made on 
the forms referred to, will be absolutely refused. 

The Director-General reserves to himself the right to refuse or 
accept any tender or part of tender. 

A limited number of tender lists and specifications have been 
forwarded by the Director of Stores of the Sanitary Department ; 
copies may be obtained on application to the Commercial Intelli- 


gence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 








RUSSIA. 


The following extracts from the recent report of H.M. Consul at 


Moscow (Foreign Office, Annual Serves, 3,194) indicate some | 


possible openings for British trade in the Moscow district and also 
in Russia generally :— 


“The United States and Germany seem to be getting more and 

Steam Pumps 9 -™°FC of the trade in steam pumps of all sorts. 

and Pa ny I am also told that they, as well as some 

; French firms in this line, import only the 

more delicate parts, getting the rougher and heavier parts cast 

locally, which saves Customs duty, and enables them to compete 
favourably. with those who send over the complete article.” 


“The conditions in Siberia would seem very largely to resemble 
those in Canada, namely, a vast area of land 


I ——— = Fl and very few hands available to work it. I am 
ae we eng also told the comparison very largely holds 


good as regards the soil. This being so, Siberia 
should offer a good field for Canadian agricultural implements and 
machinery. In this respect the small and light horse—or rather 
pony—of the country should be always kept in mind. 

“The main requisites would seem to be:—(1) Simplicity of 
construction. ‘The average agriculturist knows absolutely nothing 
about machinery, and places where skilled labour for repairs is 
procurable are few and far between. (2) Lightness; the soil is 
often heavy, and the Russian pony is small alt light. (3) Cheap- 
ness and easy terms of payment; for the latter good local iow 
ledge is indispensable. (4) Depots, where the machinery should 
be visible and where there should be persons who not only 
thoroughly know their own makes, but should be able to point 
out their advantages over the wares of their competitors. ‘These 
persons should be able to explain thoroughly everything in the 
language of the purchaser, and should keep their principals informed 
of any minor alterations or improvements introduced by rivals, or 


or. 
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RUSS|A—continued. 


in accordancé with local requirements.. (5) Interchangeable parts; 

large supplies of these should be kept at all. depéts, machinery 
itself naturally being standardised. (6) Accuracy of manufacture ; : 
(7) Simplicity of arrangement.” . . | 


. Germany would seem to be doing well with inferior motors, for’ 

naphtha, petroleum and benzine. In view of 

Motors. the increasing use of kerosene in all forms, this 

class of motor has probably a future in Russia. 

Genhisiiiy; however, would seem to be almost the sole purveyor of 
this particular class.” 


‘‘ As there is to be an improved paving laid down as the conversign 
| of the tramway system in Moscow advances, 
Motor Cars. there will probably be a further increase in the 
number of cars. Some of the wealthy also 
have cars on their estates, though the condition of the roads is 
generally very poor. So far I have not seen any British makes 
for sale, but only French and German, with a few Russian. 
However, 1 gather they are more frequently ordered direct from 
abroad. It is advisable to send.the parts separate from the body 
of the car, with a view to saving customs charges. ‘Though cars 
are now to some small extent being made in Russia, the more 
delicate parts are still imported from abroad.” 


“There is already a considerable field for all electrical appliances 
in Russia, and in the future this will probably 
become far greater. No official returns of the 
import are available, but I am assured that 
Germany has the largest share, and some have put it at about 
80 per cent. of the total import. 

. “ In the various cities the tramway systems are being converted 
—or have already been converted—to electric traction, electric 
lighting is being installed, &c. 

“ The Moscow authorities commenced the conversion of the 
tramway system last year, and a considerable amount of work in 
this direction has already been accomplished. However, the 
whole undertaking will take not less than five years to complete, 
as the long winter season naturally considerably curtails the 
number of working months.” 


Electrical 
Appliances. 


‘There is a considerable market for machine tools; but a very 
small amount is made in the country, the rest 

Machine Tools. all coming from abroad, mainly from Germany. 
What is required is a fairly stout article, as the 

Russian workman is often rather clumsy.” 
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RUSS|A—continued. 


‘“ There is a certain amount of British chinaware in the shops, but 

not very much. The main obstacle seems to 

Chinaware. be high prices. I am also told that local taste 

and customs are not sufficiently consulted ; 

lightness in spite of size and good taste in shape’ are very 
necessary.” 


‘There should be an opening for fancy tiles. The local firms turn 
out a lot for decorating stoves, bathroom fittings, 
Fancy Tiles. &c., and Germany sends a certain amount. 
Good British makes should find a fair sale. -* 
‘The following figures represent the import of tiles into Russia 
during the last three years :—- 




















Imports from Imports from 
Year. Total Import. United Kingdom. Germany. 
Roubles. Roubles. Roubles. 
1901 ... ao aes ios 1,366,500 248,700 867,200 
1902 ... one eee ia 1,311,000 218,000 786,000 
1908 ... _ won wl 1,453,000 225,000 1,010,000 





“Typewriters are being more and more used, and are to be seen in 
nearly every office in Moscow. In placing a 
Typewriters. new article on the market some novelty should 
be introduced, and the machines should be 
fitted for correspondence in certainly two languages. Simplicity 
of construction and cheapness are the two main requisites. 
Instructions should be printed in Russian and in English. 
‘More than half the total import comes from the United States, 
and the greater part of, the remainder from Germany.” 


“There seems to be a considerable trade done in phonographs and 
q gramophones. Within the last year or two 
several new shops have been started locally, 
dealing exclusively with such goods, which 
seem to be very popular. Songs in various languages should be 
prepared.” 


Phonographs an 
Gramophones. 


‘The total import of surgical instruments in 1901 was to the value 
Surgical, &c of 268,650 r. Of this amount 236,700 r. worth 
Instruments  ©2me from Germany and only 6,500 r. from the 

' United Kingdom, There seems to be no 

reason why our surgical instrument makers should not secure a 
larger share. Considering the large and steadily increasing number 
of doctors and surgeons in Russia, and the fact that these instru- 
ments nearly all come from abroad, the demand is likely to 
increase. 
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RUSS]A—continued. 


“‘ Catalogues should be printed in either German or Russian, and 
prices indicated in roubles or marks. I know of several cases 
where orders which would have gone to the United Kingdom went 
to Germany, simply because the British catalogues were unintelli- 
gible.” . « « 


“IT would call attention to the present demand for preserved pro- 
visions, milk powder, biscuits, &c., owing to 
the war. This demand will probably last until 
the end of the war, if not longer.” 


Preserved 
Provisions, &c. 


The United States Consul at Warsaw reports that the hospital 
corps in that city desires ice-manufacturing 


cones mag machines sufficiently portable in their character 
: cen Pigg to be suitable for work in the field, and port- 
shea able kitchens for officers’ and enlisted men’s 


messes. Portable kitchens can be obtained 
locally for 600 roubles (621/.); so that the manufacturer, to meet 
this demand, must deliver c. i. f. Warsaw at a lower figure. 


SWEDEN. 


H.M. Consul at Stockholm reports that last year application was 

Projected made tothe Swedish Parliament for permission to 

~ f experiment with the electrification of the short 

por, em on 0 lines Stockholm-Jirfva and Stockholm-W iartan, 

State Railways. nd the proposal appears to have been favourably 
received. 

Besides this, there is a scheme which, in its main features, is 
already worked out for the electrification of all the State lines. To 
introduce this change would, it is estimated, cost about 5,555,0001., 
and the necessary water-power, it is stated, could be obtained— 
except in exceptional cases—within a distance of only 20 kiloms. 
(about 124 miles) from the various lines concerned. (Foreign 
Office, Annual Serves, 3,193.) 


The British Vice-Consul at Sundsvall reports that for the last five 
;, years there has been a question of a new rail- 
Railway :; Nips “ 
é way line between Hernidsand and Gefle via 
Construction. Sundsvall, Hudiksvall and Séderhamn. Last 
autumn the promoters obtained a concession for the line, which is 
to be called “ Ostkustbanan” (the East Coast Railway). This 
new route, connecting as it will five of the most considerable 
timber shipping districts in Sweden, is a very important one, and 
will greatly diminish the distance between the various ports. 
The realisation of the project has met with some difficulties in 
the way of raising the necessary capital, but these obstacles have 
been so far overcome that it is hoped the work will soon com- 


mence. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,193.) 
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FRANCE—MADAGASCAR. 


The “ Bulletin Commercial” (Brussels) gives the following par- 
ticulars of the market for cotton goods in 

Cotton Goods. Madagascar :— 

It would appear from a report issued by the 
Director of Customs in Madagascar, that in spite of the duties 
protecting French goods, the competition of exporters of cotton 
goods from other countries is still very strong. 

The principal centres for the sale of cotton goods are Tamatave, 
Majunga, Mananjary, Antananarivo, Diego-Suarez, Vatomandry, 
Tarafangana, Port Dauphin, Tulear, Ambositra, and Fionarantsoa. 
British, German, and Dutch firms are represented at several of 
these towns. 

The retail trade in cotton goods is almost exclusively in the 
hands of Indians or Arabs. They buy at the recognised market, 
and travel with their goods throughout the island; in some 
instances their purchases are made at first hand from the manu- 
facturer. ‘The number of native retailers is relatively limited. 

In the above-mentioned official report the Director of Customs 
apprehends that it may not se possible much longer for France to 
maintain the leading position in the cotton goods market. It is 
therefore sugg vested that French importers should reduce their 
prices, a step which they appear unwilling to take. Even this 
measure would not, in the opinion of the “ Bulletin,” suppress the 
competition of other countries to any great extent. 





PORTUGUESE WEST AFRICA. 


With reference to the notice which appeared on p. 473 of the 
Nietaiiiien tin © Board of Trade Journal” of 5th March, Te 
Passengers and it appears from an announcement in the 

Wiitaiiaiiies “Diario do Governo” of Portugal of 380th 
‘June that a contract was concluded for work- 

ing a service of automobiles in the district of Loanda and Lunda, 
with the Conde de Vizella, under date of 20th July, 1903; that 
the time for commencing the service had been postponed once 
already, and now has been postponed again, namely, to 20th June, 

1905. 


The “ Diario” containing the above notice can be seen by persons 
interested on application at the Offices of the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall 
Street, E.C., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
(Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 
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SPAIN. 


A despatch has been received at the Board of Trade, from H.M. 
ae Consul at Bilbao, notifying that the Provincial 
Manures Deputation of that place have just issued a 

‘ notice calling for tenders for the following 
chemical manures :— 

500 tons basic slag, 16 to 20 per cent. 

400 ,, superphosphates, 18 to 20 per cent. 


30 ,, nitrate of soda. 

20 ,, sulphate of ammonia. 
25 ,, chloride of potash. 
25 ‘¢ Kainita.” 


Tenders, containing full details, should be sent in not later than 
the 17th July. 

Terms, delivery on quay at Bilbao on following dates, Ist 
August, lst October, 1st December, and Ist February. 

The “‘ Deputation” will accept as a minimum 50 per cent. of each 
of the above quantities. Payment will be made after analysis on 
delivery of goods at Bilbao. They will also accept offers for goods 
of a modified percentage to that already mentioned, and reserve 
the right to accept or reject tenders. 


The ‘‘ Gaceta de Madrid ” of 28th June contains copy of an Order 
granting to the “ Nueva Montafia’” Company 


Phar ocree. authority to occupy public lands for a mineral 
peer on railway from Camargo to the Island of del Oleo, 


) Santander. 


The “‘Gaceta de Madrid” of 3rd July contains a Decree granting 

. to Don José Bores y Romero an appropriation 

mie’ — of water from the River Mijio, in the place 

+ 8 known as El Barral, for the production of 
electric energy applicable to sundry industries. 


With reference to the announcements which appeared on p. 486 of 

the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal” of 6th June 
Hydraulic Press. and p. 534 of 25rd June, it is to be noted that 

the “ Gaceta de Madrid ” of 30th June contains 
a second call for tenders (the first one having had no result) for 
the supply to the Artillery Works at Sevilla of a hydraulic press. 
Tenders will be opened at 10.30 a.m. on the 11th July, at the 
office of the said works. They should be presented by a local 
agent. 


The ‘Gacetas” containing the above notices may be seen by 
those interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any 
day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. 


to 1 p.m.). 











“*, Competition for 
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ITALY. 


‘The Board of Trade have received from H.M. Consul-General at 
| Genoa, copy of a despatch from the British 
Vice-Consul at Spezia, reporting that’ the 
Municipality of that city have voted a sum of 
10,000 lire (4001.) to be assigned as a premium 
to the winner of an der competition who presents the 
best drainage scheme for Spezia and suburbs. The competition 
‘will be open until 31st December, 1905, on which date it will be 
finally closed, and foreign architects, engineers, and» doctors are 
allowed to compete, 

The projects and. relative designs may be either written or 
printed ; they must be drawn up in French or Italian. All projects 
and designs, &c., must be anonymous, bearing only a motto which 
should be repeated on a sealed envelope containing the name and 
residence of the competitor. 

A commission will be appointed by the Municipality after the 
closing of the competition to examine the various plans and to 
award the prize. All enquiries with regard. to this competition 
should be addressed to I] Signor Sindaco, Spezia, Italy, to whom 
also all plans and designs wae ev entually be sent. 


International 


Drainage Scheme. 





OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 

copy of a memorandum by the Commercial 

Metal Bridges. Attaché to H.M. Embassy at Constantinople, 

reporting that tenders for the supply of five 

large metal bridges, for the Haiffa section of the Hedjaz railway, 

now in course of construction,,will be received at the Technical 

Department of the Ministry of Public Works, Constantinople, not 
later’ than the loth July. 

Persons teridering: on behalf of manufacturers must be provided 
with duly legalised Powers of Attorney, and must deposit 50,000 
francs (2,000/.), or present some financial establishment as sécurity 
for that amount. 

A copy of the specifications of the five bridges, the required 
conditions of test, a.list of observations with regard to the manner 
in which calculations have.to be drawn up and presented, as well 
as two drawings, may be.seen on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
E.C., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5: p.m. (Saturdays, 
10 a.m. and 1 p.m.). 

- It may be tiie that four of the bridges have to be delivered 
cif. at Haiffa, and the fifth c.i.f. at Beirut. 
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OTTOMAN EMPIRE—continued. 


The Acting British Vice-Consul at Haiffa, in his recent report, 
states that at present the bulk of the imports 
into that pert come through Beirut, but when 
the railway is completed to Damascus, Haiffa 


will be speedily developed by a direct import 


Agricultural 
Machinery, 
Ironmongery, &c. 


trade with Europe. 

There will then be openings for British trade in numerous articles 
besides cotton textiles, such as agricultural machinery, hardware, 
and ironmongery, which are now imported on a small scale from 
Germany, Austria-Hungary, and France. 


It is expected that the line will reach Damascus in two or thrée 
years. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,192.) 





SIAM. 


According to the ‘ Handels Museum” (Vienna) there is a great 
demand in Siam for paper and all kinds of 
Paper. articles manufactured therefrom. 

The importation of printing paper and 
writing paper from Europe and the United States amounted to 
135,090 ticals in 1901, and to 194,766 ticals in 1902; the im- 
portation of special paper and articles manufactured from paper 
from Europe and China, rose from 260,170 ‘ticals in 1901, to 
285,882 ticals in 1902; books and printed matter from Europe 
and the United States, rose from 73,052 ticals to 102,677 ticals ; 
and office materials, from Europe and China, rose from 201,300 
ticais to 213,700 ticals. 


NOoTE.—17 ticals = 17. 





MEXICO. 


The “ Diario Oficial” of Mexico of 11th June contains copies of 

, applications for water appropriations for motive 

Hy ao power from the River Tampaon, in the State of 

San Luis Potosi, and from the River Atoyac, or 
Santa Maria Tepezintla, in the State of Puebla. 

The “ Diario” of 14th June contains copy of a similar applica- 

tion for an appropriation from the River T’epotzotlan, in the district 

of Tlalnepantla, in the State of Mexico. 


The “ Diarios” containing the above may be consulted by 
those interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any 
day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.). 
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MEXICO—continued. 


According to the journal, “Export” (Berlin), there is a good 

opening for sill forks, scissors, &c., in 

Cutlery. Mexico. At the present time, the only firms 

represented by travellers are two Solingen 

manufactories. Their usual mode of payment is by bills payable in 

three months after acceptance. Collection may be made through 
the medium of a good bank. 








CHILE. 


The “ Diario Oficial” of Chile of 14th May contains a Decree 
commissioning ad-honorem Mr. Rodolfo von 
Braun to study in Europe and the United 
States of North America the industrial appli- 
cations of electricity. Mr. Braun, on his return, is to present a 
report to the Ministry of Industry and Public Works on the 
result of his studies. 


Electric 
Appliances. 


The ‘ Diario” containing the above may be seen by persons 
interested on application at the offices of the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., 
any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 





BRAZIL. 


The British Vice-Consul at Santa Catharina reports that con- 
Railway Construc- cessions have been granted for the construction 
sion ae Shea of three railways in the State of Rio Grando do 

* Sul, one from Estreito on the mainland in front 

of Florianopolis to Blumenau, Sao Francisco and Joinville; a 
second from Estreito to Lages upon the highlands; and a third 
from Estreito to the boundary of Rio Grande do Sul. (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 3,191.) 
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BRITISH’ TRADE ABROAD. 
~ Beira.—In his report (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,187) on 
the trade of the Consular District of Beira, H.M. Consul remarks 
upon delays in shipment of goods ordered from British:firms. which 
are constantly complained of, and which, he says, are responsible 
for the diversion of much business to continental markets. 

Business houses complain, moreover, that. goods shipped from 
the United Kingdom are often badly and carelessly packed. Baled 
goods travel well, but those packed in cases rarely arrive in good 
order. The chief fault appears to lie in’ the fact that cases are 
often too large and not strong enough. ‘Tin-lined cases are fre- 
quently not air-tight, the join in the lining being only soldered 
here and there instead of continuously along the seam. Nails are 
often too small, and. cases are insufficiently hooped.‘ A: little 
attention to these details, says the Consul, aoa be greatly 
appreciated by merchants in these ports, and would popularise 
British markets in a much needed direction. ' 

Carthagena.—T'he British Vice-Consul: at. Carthagena, in his 
recent report, writes :— 

“ British manufacturers and merchants will,see from the special 

and general import information what kind of goods are being in- 
troduced, and can form an idea whether or not.it would: be worth 
their while to better their position in comparison with those of other 
countries. If they think affirmatively, I would most strongly 
recommend them to send competent travellers—cdmpetent in their 
business, in the language of the country, and in selling their goods 
on the metrical basis as to quantities, and on the decimal system 
as to prices.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,188.) 
_ Rio Grande do Sul.—-In his recent. report (Foreign Office, Annual: 
Series, 3,191), H.M. Consul at Rio Grande: do Sul states that the 
issue of Government or municipal contracts in that State affords 
very little opportunity for British enterprise, owing’ to’ the short- 
ness of the term of notice, which is only 30: days, ‘about the time. 
that correspondence takes to reach the State from the United. 
Kingdom. British contractors are consequently debarred. from 
competing through want of time to prepare and present their, 
tenders. It may be added that such contracts are always on so 
modest a scale, that it does not appear probable that British con- 
tractors would, as a rule, care to compete. ‘They are mostly carried 
out by local enterprise. 

The British Vice-Consul at Santa Catharina, in his report for 
1903, again calls the attention of British exporters to the impor- 
tance of lightness in their goods and to the necessity of preparing 
Consular invoices in asuitable and accurate manner, stating exactly 
and very carefully the contents and weight of each case. For 
example, 25 kilos. of cotton manufactured goods, 16 kilos. linen 
manufactured goods, 32 kilos. woollen manufactured goods, 20 
kilos. iron cooking pots, 8 kilos. iron kettles, 17 kilos. glazed iron 
cooking pots, and so on, and not as many importers do at present, 
simply stating 123 kilos. of iron goods, which causes the importer 
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British Trade Abroad. 





to be heavily fined in the Custom-house. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 3,191.) 


Moscow.—In his recent report to the Foreign Office (Annual 
Series, 3,194), H.M. Consul at Moscow remarks that though British 
makes of mill machinery are so well known, and keep up their 
reputation in the local market, still Germany and the United 
States would seem to be doing more than they were a few years 
ago. The excellent travellers the German firms send over seem 
to serve them in very good stead; also German is such a well- 
known business language in Russia, and particularly in Moscow, 
with its large German colony, and the 40,000 odd German-Russians 
from the Baltic provinces, that unless the British traveller knows 
fluently either Russian or German, or better still both languages, 
he is likely to be at a decided disadvantage as compared with his 
competitors. 

The Consul goes on to say :— 

‘‘The main reasons why our competitors are increasing their 
business are apparently that, firstly, they have better information 
about the local standing of individuals and persons than their 
British competitor ‘possesses, and secondly, that they are willing 
to doa more “‘risky” business than British firms often care to take 
up. ‘I use the term “risky” in the sense of dealing with people 
who have but small capital, and who can only buy if allowed very 
long credit. This second point would seem to be the natural 
result of the first.” 

“The reason why German firms so constantly give longer credit 
than British ones may, to some extent, possibly be explained by 
the excellent information they obtain from the intelligence bureaux 
in Berlin as to the standing of Russian firms and merchants. 

“The information afforded by these German offices is often 
sounder than can be obtained locally in Russia, as they have 
correspondents and agents all over the country. 

‘“‘T cannot help again alluding to the topic of agencies. Judging 
by the excellent business done by the American depéts of agricul- 
tural machinery in Siberia, there is no reason why similar results 
should not be obtained by British firms by the same means. 

‘‘The success of the American system is, I am told, owing to 
the large permanent stock they keep for display to purchasers ; to 
the familiarity of their agents with the language and the local 
tastes, and their ability to point out the advantages of their own 
wares over those of their competitors ; tothe main agents being 
kept in touch with local requirements by numerous sub-agents in 
various localities ; to the advantage to the purchaser of seeing the 
goods, and of knowing how much they cost in coin of the realm 
on the spot; and also to the fact that the local manager, owing to 
information furnished by his sub-agents, is able to judge how much 
credit he can allow to would-be purchasers. 
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British Trade Abroad. 





“The best centres for main agencies would be Moscow, 
St. Petersburg, Warsaw and Odessa. As such arrangements 
would prove very expensive for one individual firm, I would 
suggest that various firms, interested in non-competing branches, 
might combine and start some common agencies.’ 

‘“ Another point which should be borne in mind is the advantage 
of getting makes known through the medium of the Press. There 
are numerous papers in Russia and Siberia, in which one sees 
advertisements from German and other manufacturers, whereas 
those of British makes are few and far between. There are bureaux 
in various towns that make all arrangements about the translation, 
&c., of such advertisements.” . . . 

“There are various local agencies here that undertake translating 
and inserting advertisements. I shall be very happy to communi- 
cate names and addresses to would-be advertisers. In sending over 
advertisements for insertion and translation it would be cheaper 
and more satisfactory if they were already written in German, 
which is widely known locally, whereas translators with a good 
knowledge of English are very expensive, few in number, and the 
translations are not always reliable.” ' 

As regards the cutlery trade, H.M. Consul writes :— 

“‘Of the total import of cutlery, quite four-fifths are German. A 
certain amount of this, however, is sold as British. British goods 
have a very high reputation, and the term “ English” is used often 
for goods that are not of British origin. As a certain amount of 
German and other goods have the name, &c., stamped in English, 
this mistake or misnomer is to some extent excusable. On asking 
for British goods I have several times been shown German, got up 
to look like British. A friend who did not know English, recently 
with pride showed me his ‘ English knife,’ which proved on exami- 


nation to have been made in Germany.” (foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 3,194.) 





IMPORTS OF COTTON GROWN IN THE BRITISH 
COLONIES AND POSSESSIONS. 

The following statement, showing the number of bales of cotton 
imported into the United Kingdom from the British Colonies and 
Possessions during the three months ending 30th June, 1904, has 
been prepared in the Board of Trade :— 











Colony or Possession whence Imported. Number of Bales. 
British India ove vee oe eee aoe ose ov 98,288 
British West Indies se pve _ eee pees pane 1,302 
British West Africa ove ooo r00 oe ee oe 372 
99,962 
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TIN AND GOLD MINING IN THE FEDERATED 
MALAY STATES. 

The annual report for 1903 of Mr. W. H. Treacher, C.M.G., 
Resident General for the Federated Malay States, which is pub- 
lished as a Supplement to the “Selangor Government Gazette” 
of 27th May, contains the following table showing the output of 
Tin in those States for the last two years :— 











| Increase in 
State. 1902, 1903. 1903. 
{  Piculs. Piculs. Piculs. 
Perak Pree a ae 436,370 30,492 
eee eee eee ee ee 292,665 14,297 
Negri Sembilan ... 0. ess wwe) Ss 73,11 85,497 11,986 
Pahang aaa on _ on eae] 23,114 25,275 2,161 
Total { Piculs| 780,871 839,807 58,936 

‘* ) Tons | 46,480 49,988°5 8,508°5 











Of the total for 1903, 494,319 piculs were exported as tin ore, 
this figure being the estimated tin contents taken at 68 per cent. 
of ore weight; similar figures for 1902 were 445,268 piculs. 

It is somewhat interesting to note that a little more than 12 per 
cent. of the Perak output was the produce of two exceptionally 
rich mines, T'ambun and Tronoh, prospecting round the areas of 
which has hitherto given no indications of an extension of the rich 
deposits. 

An American Syndicate, which has erected large smelting works 
in the United States, has been making enquiries with a view to 
purchasing tin ore in these States tor exportation to their works. 
Their proposals, not meeting with encouragement from Govern- 
ment, have, it is understood, been abandoned for the present. 

Of the total tin output of, say, 50,000 tons, only 700 tons were | 
got from lodes, and that practically from two mines only—the 
Pahang Company’s concession in Kuantan and the French Mining 
Company’s land at Lahat (Perak). 

Gold—tIn regard to gold mining, Mr. Treacher states that there 
is not very much progress to report. The prospects in the eastern 
portion of Negri Sembilan continue fairly encouraging. The 
Bersawah Gold Mining Company say for 1903 that “crushing 
commenced on Ist February, and continued with fair regularity 
to the close of the year, the result being that 3,739 tons of stone 
were milled for a return of 2,666 ounces of smelted gold, being 
an average of 144 dwts. to the ton.” 

The total export of gold in 1903 from Negri Sembilan as shown 
by the trade returns, was 2,370 ounces, valued at 98,000 dols., 
approximately, as compared with 199 ounces, valued at 7, 089 dols. 
in the previous year. 

The export of gold from Pahang was 12, 441 ounces, valued at 
565,366 dols., as compared with 19, 554 ounces valued’ at 
730,042 dols. for the preceding year. 





































































18 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


[July 7, 1904. 





Tin and Gold Mining in the Federated Malay States. 
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The following figures. give the results for the year at the 
principal gold mines now working in Pahang :— 





Mines. 


| 


| Tons crushed. 


Ounces won. 





Raub Australian Company 
Malaysian Company 
Kechau Goldfields 





TRA DE 


32,570 
R314 - 
1,031 





7,078 


2,854 
469 


Some 1,850 ounces in addition were obtained from the treatment 
of tailings by cyanide, chiefly from Selinsing. 





1 OF THE 


CHINA IN 


The following article, based on the trade reports of the Chinese 
Imperial Maritime Customs for 1901. 1902, and 1908, 
particulars of the trade of the Treaty Ports in Northern China, 


TREATY PORTS IN 


1903. 


NORTHERN 


gives 





viz., Newchwang, Tientsin, Chefoo, Kiaocltow Bay (Tsingtao), and 
Chinwangtao, and is in continuation of the article on pp. 17-22 


of the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal ” for 1st October last year. 


The following tables show the value of (A) net* foreign imports 
and net* imports of native produce into the Northern Treaty Ports ; 
(B) exports of local origin from the same ports to Foreign and 
Chinese Ports respectively :— 


A.—Imports (Foreign Goods and Native Produce). 





















































| 1901. 1902. 1903. 
Ports. | 
| Foreign Native Foreign Native Foreign Native 
| Goods. Produce. Goods. Produce. | Goods. Produce. 
| H. Taels. | H. Taels. | H.Taels. | H.Taels. | H. Taels. | H. Taels. 
Newchwang ... oa 17,057,000 6,463,000 | 18,186,000 6,981,000 | 20,320,000 7,331,000 
Tientsin ...| 27,227,000 | 12,030,000 | 53,444,000 | 22,467,000 | 37,464,000 | 19,946,000 
Chefoo... mo | 19,256,000 6,533,000 | 18,297,000 6,111,000 | 17,412,000 7,257 000 
Kiaochow t+ ‘i 3,430,000 2,540,000 5,845,000 2,230,000 8,453,000 2,814,000 
Chinwangtao ¢ — — 2,495,000 862,000 5,065,000 670,000 — 
B.—Exports (Native Produce of Local Origin). 
a et _ 7 oe eaten 6% be 
1901. 1902. 1903. 
Ports i nS ee 
To Foreign | To Chinese | To Foreign | To Chinese | To Foreign | To Chinese 
Ports. Ports. Ports. Ports. Ports. Ports. 
| H. Taels H. Taels. H. Taels. H. Taels. | H.Taels. | H. Taels. — 
Newchwang ... | 7,303,000 | 11,439,000 8,733,000 8,792,000 | 10,179,000 9,803,060 
Tientsin 642,000 9,512,000 1,689,0C0 | 11,879,000 1,148,000 | 10,171,000 
Chefoo ... 2,384,000 9,487 ,000 3,085,000 8,431,000 3,149,000 | 10,366,000 
Kiaochow + 18,000 2,744,000 103,000 2,166,000 234,000 3,098,060 
Chinwangtao t — | — 119,000 1,030,000 483,000 1,894,000 














Notre.—The average value of the Haikwan Tael was in 1901, 2s. 11,4d.; in 1902, 2s. 


2s. 72d. in 1903. 


*The value of the net imports, both foreign and native, is obtained by deducting from the total 
imports the value of the re-exports. ‘ 

+ Exclusive of goods consumed in the German Colony, i.e., the figures include only the value of . 
rted into, or exported from, Chinese 

+t The port of Chinwangtao was opened to trade on the 15th December, 1901 (see Board of Trade 
Journal ”’ for 30th October, 1902, p. 215). 


merchandise im 


erritory vid Tsingtao. 


i+d.; and 
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Trade of t the Treaty Ports in Northern China in 1908. 
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.Newchwang.—The total value of foreign goods imported. direct, 
into Newchwang from foreign countries was Hk. Tls: 5,850,995, 
or some Hk. Tls. 500,000 above the figures of the preceding year, 
and the bulk of it is contributed by Hong-Kong and Japan. The 
United States of America, Europe, and Russian Manchuria, though; 
showing better results than in the preceding year, remain far 
behind the former two. Cotton piece-goods compare favourably 
with the figures of 1902, the Japanese varieties displaying rex 
markable progress. Against 600 pieces of plain grey shirtings 
imported from Japan in the preceding year, 5,260 pieces appear 
in the present returns. Against 11,100 pieces of Japanese sheet-. 
ings in 1902, 70,800. pieces appear for last year ; and against 720 
pieces of Japanese drills in 1902, 13,050 pieces. Japanese 
T-cloths however declined to less than half of the previous year's 
supply, and of this more than: half was re-exported. More. than 
double the quantity of Japanese cotton blankets was imported,, 
but handkerchiefs and towels show a decline. The quantity of 
cotton yarn, both Indian and Japanese, exceeded that of 1902. 

More timber in planks was imported to supply the demands on 
railways, which also required more of other materials. Bar and 
toilet soap and toilet requisites declined to less than one-third 
of the 1902 quantities; but looking-glasses, mirrors, and clocks 
continued to increase. | 

Exports of native produce to foreign countries and Hong-Kong 
during the year represented a value of Hk. Tis. 10,178,963, or 
nearly Hk. T'ls. 1,500,000 more than during 1902. The share of 
Japan is more than 92 per cent. of the total, consisting practically 
of beans, beancake, and grain. Beancake declined from 3,605,838 
to 3,240,393 piculs ; ; but beans of all kinds rose from 1,332,342 to 
1,466,614 hota and this includes almost nothing of the splendid 
crop of 1903. Bean oil dropped heavily, from 31,83 piculs in the 
previous yeqr to 5,281 piculs. Less. liquorice and medicines left: 
the port, and a heavy decline is shown under sesamum seed. The 
great demand, however, that existed in Japan for Manchurian 
grain more than upheld the value of this branch of trade to the 
height it reached in 1902, as wheat alone left for that country in: 
sueh unprecedented quantity as 549,760 piculs, against 761 piculs 
in the preceding year. ; 

‘The Commissioner of Customs at Newchwang in his report 
points out, however, that it must not be lost-sight of that the trade 
of Newchwang no longer represents:a trustworthy picture of the 
commercial ‘and industrial activity of the. three ‘Manchurian 
provinces, as, it is stated, the country’s produce finds an ‘outlet by- 
the Sungari, ° ‘and the railway through V ladivostock, and an! 
railway vid Dalny and Port Arthur. 


Tientsin—The returns show the net value of the trade ‘of 
Tientsin during the year under report’ as Hk. Tis: 76,840,791,"as * 
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Trade of the Treaty Ports in Northern China in 1903. 





compared with Hk. Tis. 93,983,795 for 1902. In this report the 
figures for Chinwangtao have been, for purposes of comparison, 
merged in those of Tientsin; the two ports being, for all practical 
purposes, one and the same, with Tientsin as the centre of distri- 
bution. Though it is much to be regretted that the increase in 
the trade of the port during 1902 has not been maintained in 
1903, the trade returns for the past year cannot be regarded as 
wholly unsatisfactory. The decrease is chiefly due to the disturbed 
native money market and to the fact that 1903 opened with rather 
heavy accumulated stocks imported in the previous year, necessi- 
tating, naturally, a certain amount of time before these could be 
worked off. Often the result of trade depends on the result of the 
harvest ; last year the harvest was middling in Chihli and good in 
Honan and Shansi. 

The net value of foreign imports in the year under review 
reached Hk. Tis. 42,528,492, as against Hk. Tls. 55,938,591 in 
1902. Cotton goods gave a net total of Hk. Tis. 23,585,968, of 
which sum Hk. Ts. 7,202,537 represented the value of cotton 
goods imported from foreign countries. Busiuess in cotton goods 
has not been profitable either to the foreign importers or to the 
native merchant, but possibly the banks have derived much interest 
from stocks on which they had made advances. The imports of 
1903 compare with those of the preceding year as follows :— 








— 1902. 1903. 

American drills ... a ie wie ... Pieces 748,325 470,418 
re sheetings ne ois wie — - 2,298,653 1,012,243 
English grey shirtings ... ee ace _ 7 1,579,763 639,247 
Handkerchiefs ... os ie 7 ... Dozens 62,635 23,039 
Indian cotton yarn cee ose ove ..- Piculs 267,380 213,271 
English _,, " wis ihe si 208 - 20,018 2,887 
Japanese ,, ~ _ om oe ~~ 7 76,014 106,507 











The destruction of Government arsenals and naval yards in 1900 
and the necessity of opening new ones have made the importation 
of machinery rise to the value of Hk. Tls. 487,866, as compared 
with Hk. Tls. 237,316 in 1902. The value of imported railway 
plant and materials totalled Hk. Tls. 3,312,413. The import of 
railway materials is likely to increase in the next few years and to 
form by far the most valuable item in the list of imports, there 
being as yet no signs of China’s intention to make use of her own 
rich resources in the northern part of the Empire for supplying the 
steel and iron required for her railways. 

Ezxports——The export trade of Tientsin received a very severe 
shock through the disturbances caused by the Boxer movement in 
1900, when the value amounted to only Hk. Tls. 8,713,902. 
Since that year, however, they rose gradually, and in 1902 reached 
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Trade of the Treaty Ports in Northern China tn 1903. 





the sum of. Hk. Ts. 18,772,006. Hopes were entertained that in 
1903 the total value of exports might be still higher; this, 
however, proved not to. be the case, the total value having fallen to 
Hk. Ts. 15,641,131 in the year under review, of which sum 
Hk, Tls. 1, 630, 906 represented the value of direct shipments to 
foreign countries. The chief articles of the Tientsin export. 
trade—sheep’s wool (144,597 piculs, Hk. Tls. 2,297,083), bristles 
(15,528 piculs, Hk. T's. 973 '824), untanned goat skins (2,516,131 
pieces, Hk. Tls. 1,005,524), and mottled straw braid (24,143 piculs, 
Hk. Ts. 723 991)—make up a value of Hk. Tis. 5,000,422. Of 
these export staples, bristles and mottled straw braid alone show 
any improvement over the figures for 1902, which were, in the 
case of the former, 15,271 piculs, valued at Hk. Tis. 822,048, 
and in the case of the latter, 20,766 piculs, with a value of 
Hk. Tls. 467,011. The export of lamb pe (furs) ranks fifth in 
value, having reached the sum of Hk. Tls. 577,415, as compared 
with Hk. Tls. 416,731 in 1902. 


Chefoo.—The year 1903 has been more noticeable at this port for 
the extent of business done than for the magnitude of the profits 
gained. ‘T’he net value of the trade has exceeded that of ‘all 
previous years, and has reached the high figure of Hk. Tis. 
38,183,912, an increase of 2} millions over the preceding year and 
of more than half a million over the record year 1901. It isa 
most promising sign that the bulk of this increase is to be found 
in the exports of local origin, which amounted to Hk. Tis. 
13,515,397, an advance of 2 million taels as compared with each 
of the two foregoing years. Native imports, totalling Hk. Tis. 
7,256,535, also show a handsome increment. 

Imports.—The gross value of this trade amounted to Hk. Tis. 
19,535,647, and after deducting the re-exports a net value is shown 
of Hk. Tis. 17,411,980. The arrivals direct from foreign countries 
show a slight advance, and the decline is entirely in the goods 
re-shipped to Chefoo from Chinese ports. Cotton piece-goods of 
all kinds were valued at Hk. Tis. 5,617,496, a falling-off of about 
half a million taels as compared with the previous year’s figures. 
At the opening of the season goods began to arrive freely, and 
remunerative business was transacted ; but towards.the end of July 
the town was flooded; many go-downs were filled with water, and 
the great damage to property caused a temporary scarcity of 
money. This was one of the factors that contributed to the decline 
noticeable in many of the principal textile fabrics, and another 
factor was the completion to Ch‘ing-chou, and later to Chou-ts‘un, 
of the Tsingtao-Chi-nan-fu Railway, giving facilities for the safe 
and rapid distribution of goods into the very heart of the province. 
From the statistics accompanying the report it is seen that the 
bulk of the Japanese cottons is imported direct, while the European 










































~~ —~-- = 





23 “THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. —[July 7, 1901. 


ee ee 





“ Trdde of the Treaty Ports in Northern’ China in 1908. 





‘and American piece-goods come vid Shanghai, where most of the 
contracts are settled. Grey and white plain shirtings aggregate a 
total of 817,595 pieces, against 425,043 pieces imported during 
‘1902: T-cloths, of which 149, 635 pieces arrived, show an 
“anchanged deviand. Sheetings of all kinds fell from 644,257 to 
870,745 pieces, the American, English, and Indian makes having 
‘all lost in popularity, while the supply of the Japanese variety was 
more than double that of the previous year. Drills declined by 
- 21,500 pieces, those of Japanese manufacture being the only kind 
to exhibit an advance. Jeans improved from 85,777 to 40,058 
pieces, the English and American weavings sharing the increase 
‘about equally between them, while a small consignment of Dutch 
«jeans, the first for many years, is to be noted. The demand for 
printed and’ fancy cottons and for cotton flannel shows a steady 
‘advance. Japanese towels, which have been increasing year by 
year, sprang.from 16,981 dozens in 1902 to 38,616 dozens. 

English and Indian spinnings continued their downward course, 

giving way to Japanese twist, which reached the high figure of 
122,731 piculs, against 107,043 piculs in the preceding 12 months. 
‘ Woollen goods and metals both. show a slight decline as compared 
with the figures of 1902. 

Hxports.—The quantity of silk pongees shipped to foreign 
_countries shows but little change, although, owing to the large 
, profits realised in the preceding year,.the production was nearly 

doubled, and the market was overstocked. Cocoons were dear but 
poor, which caused prices to rule high, while the quality of the 
silk was inferior ; consequently, towards the close of the year there 
was a marked falling off in the European demand and, as dealers 
refused to lower their prices, very little business was done. 
~ Straw braid shows a decline in quantity but a considerable 
‘advance in value, owing to the fact that the London demand is now 
confined to light, fine, high-priced plaits, which cannot be pro- 
duced in the same quantity or at the same speed as the coarser 
braids that formerly constituted the bulk of the trade. A large 
number of new London patterns are now being successfully repro- 
duced. by local workers, some of the plaits being quite up to the 
_Japanese standard. Dyed braid was very little asked for, and this 
‘variety has fallen off by about 70 per cent. 


© (To be continued.) 




















July 7, 1904.) THE BOARD. OF TRADE JOURNAL: 23 





PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES. 


SPAIN. 


The ‘‘Gaceta de Madrid” for the 25th June contains the text of a 
Bill Prohibiting Bill which has — = to the Cortes 
the Exportation Proposing to prohibit the exportation of works 
f Art from Spain, except by special authorisa- 
of Works of Art. <. earn git ee —— 
tion from the Minister of Education and Fine 
Arts. The following are to be regarded as works of Art:— 
Architectural monuments, sculptures, paintings, inscriptions, 
books, manuscripts, coins, medals, costumes, tapestry, engravings, 
pottery, arms, instruments, and all other objects of archeological 
or historical interest. 

The Bill, however, empowers the Minister of Public Instruction 
to allow the temporary exportation of works of Art, under 
guarantees ensuring their preservation and re-importation into 
Spain. The Bill does not apply to the works of living artists, or 
to reproductions of such works. 


A complete translation of this Bill has been received at the 
Board of Trade, through the Foreign Office, and may be seen 
at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghali Street, E.C., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 





BRAZIL. 


With reference to notices which have appeared in previous issues , 

Reduction of of the “ Board of Trade Journal” on the subject 

, of the surtax on the Customs duties leviable on 

Surtax on Rice. i4¢ imported into Brazil, the Board of Trade 

now understand that the Brazilian Government propose to submit 
to Congress a Bill for the modification of this surtax. 

By the Budget Law which came into force on the 1st January 
last, the official valuations for rice were raised from 400 to 600 
reis per kilog. for unhusked, and from 600 to 900 reis per kilog. 
for husked rice, the import duty levied on these valuations con- 
tinuing to be at the rate of 10 percent. It is now proposed to 
reduce the valuations to their original level of 400 and 600 reis 
respectively, and to raise the rate of duty from 10 to 15 per cent. 
The actual duties leviable will therefore remain unaltered ; but the 
reduction in valuation will effect a corresponding reduction in the 
amount of the surtax. It is further proposed that this surtax shall . 
be levied at the rate of 14 per cent. (gold) at all ports, instead of 
at the rate of 14 per cent. at Rio only, and 2 per cent. at other 
ports. 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
An Order in Council has been published, dated 23rd June, 1904, 


Importation of 


providing, in accordance with a recent decision 
of the Permanent Sugar Commission at Brussels, 


Sugar from the that from and after the lst August next, all 


Dominican Re- 
public Prohibited. 


sugar from the Dominican Republic (not. 
including molasses and sugar sweetened pro- 


ducts) shall be prohibited to be imported into the United 


Kingdom, except in transit. 





CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of Supplement A to the 
Custo Customs Union Tariff issued by the Controller 
— of Customs at the Colony of the Cape of Good 


Decisions. 


Hope in May last, giving Customs Decisions as. 


to the rates of aay leviable on various articles imported into that 


Colony, viz. 











Tariff | General Rate of 
Articles. No. Duty. 
Almanacs.. ove ee cee 144 10 per cent. 
Beans—Vanilla - 144 10 " 
Bells, lamps and horns (bicycle) 144 10 - 
Boilerine 49 loan 
Botties and jars of common 1 glass with patent stoppers 
and taps ... Dal 54 } aa 
Books— birthday _ 87 Free. 
Boxes for delivery of ale, beer, or mineral waters oo | 144 10 per cent. 
Cachous ... ove 14 2d. per lb. 
Cards—birthday and Christmas 144 10 per cent. 
Castor oil (pure) ee 144 10 
Cigarettes (made entirely of tobacco) . 33d. 48. per lb. 
And in addition —- 10 per cent. 
Conduit piping (used in connection with electric 
fittings) . oe 144 10 7 
Corrosive sublimate ... 133 Free. 
Crab winches and W eston pulley blocks (parts of 
cranes, &c.)... - ond 58 2} per cent. 
Cream of wheat (wheaten meal) 15c 2s. per 100 lbs, 
Cresoline, vapo_... ove 43 25 per cent. 
Cuat-outs (electric fittings) one 144 10 a 
Cyanide of sodium... ove _ eee ~ one 60 Oe ce 
Dross dust ... ae ee ‘aid ok -_ on 12 38. per ton of 
2,000 lbs. 
Embrocation, Elliman’s— 
If for animal use 133 Free. 
Otherwise 43 25 per cent, 
Essence—Parisian .. 144 10 
Force—prepared wheat - 15d 1s. per 100 lbs.. 
Gamewell’s fire alarm and fittings 144 10 per cent. 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 














Tariff | General Rate of 
Articles. No. Duty. 
Gold (unmanufactured) ... pee ses boa bee 92 Free. 
Hessian, in the piece ped oot _ e00 eee 83 - 
Kapok one 95 9 
Mineral waters, so-called "medicinal, such as Hunyadi, 

Vichy, &c. _ oe eve ot eee 10 per cent. 
Meal—molassine (fodder) .. see Eee 18 1s. per 100 lbs. 
Odol, floriline, and other spirituous dentifrices sie 30a | ll. per Imp. gall. 

And in addition eee eee eee ove eee — 10 per cent. 
Pumps—beer (bar reigns ose ove eee oe | 144 10 ss 
Rope—driving oe ee oes oss ove 51 24 per cent. 
Sewing machines ... oe one ona woe | 144 10 - 
Silver (unmanufactured) ... ee ove coe ove 92 Free. 
Smelling salts one ose 46 25 per cent. 
Spirits— perfumed, under 3 per cent. proof spirit ves 46 25 7” 
Solyptol (preparation of eucalyptus) ... coe | 133 Free. 
Solyptol jubes nee 43 25 per cent. 
Substructures for cyanide tanks (when used for: mining 

purposes) .. on eee eee one 69 23 . 
Taxrks, Brewer’ s steam pasteurising See oon oon 63 2: i 
Toilet. paper ees eee ees eee ose —t wae 10 - 
Tools, bicycle eee —" eee eee pee wnt Se 10 je 
Twine, tarred ose eee eee — ose wt mae 10 om 
Valves and gauges.. eos ves eee eee ove + 2! - 
Vegetal lilac, Kishopt Wasser, bay —_ and other 

spirituous hair washes ... ove oes 30a | 1l. per Imp. gall. 

And in addition ove cee ove — 10 per cent. 
Washers (when with their bolts and nuts) ose ose 53 23 - 

» (otherwise) - cee ons one oe | 144 10 * 
Westromite (for laying dust) net a? _ | 144 10 a 
Wheels, tram car ... ove one eo oo} ta 2} “ 

| 





NoTte.—By Article III. of the South African Customs Union 
Convention a rebate of duties is allowed on goods, the growth, 
produce, or manufacture of the United Kingdom imported for 
cousumption within the Union, viz. 

(a) In the case of goods liable to an nal val. rate of 24 per cent., 
a rebate of the whole of the duty. 

(6) In the case of goods liable to other ad val. rates, a rebate of 
25 per cent. of the duty chargeable at the ad val. rate, but of no 
other duty. 





NEW ZEALAND. 

With reference to the notice published in the “ Board of Trade 
laa Journal” for 7th January last, respecting the 
oe of the prohibition, under Ordenin-Councit of "o8th 
mportation of October. 1903. of the 3 ' ny 9 

certain kinds of tober: , of the importation of “ flock 
Flock iato the Colony of New Zealand, the Board of 
Trade have now received a copy of a further 
Order-in-Council, dated 25th April, 1904, revoking the previous 
Order-in-Council of 28th October, 1903, but providing for the 
prohibition of the importation of “ flock ” into the Colony, unless 
the importer shall satisfy the District Health Officer, by declara- 
tion or otherwise, that such “ flock” has been manufactured from 
pure “ mill puff” or “ mill waste.” 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 





EGYPT. 


The Egyptian “Journal Officiel” for the 18th June, contains a 
Valuation Tariff revised Valuation Tariff* for petroleum, super- 
oe seding that of which a notice was published in 

’ the “Board of Trade Journal” for the 24th 

December last. The new Tariff was to come into force on the 

16th June and to remain in operation for three months or until 

denunciation. | 




















Valuation.+ 

Description. Unit. i 

Former. | New. 

Milliémes.t | Milliémes.t 

American petroleum _ one Per case 250 | 220 

. “ Safety ” = ane a - 800 | 260 

Russian am pe ...| Per case containing 180 | 160 
2 cans | 

Russian - _ ...| Per can (not in 75 | 65 
case ) | 

Russian = inbulk ... Per 66 lbs, 105 85 











a el 


* For particulars as to the nature of these Egyptian Valuation Tariffs, see 
“ Board of Trade Journal” for the 19th March, 1903, pp. 589-90. 

+ Duty is levied on these valuations at the rate of 8 per cent. 

{ 1,000 milli¢emes= £E1 = 11. Os. 6d. 





The issue of the same publication for the 22nd June contains the 
— , text of a Khedivial Decree, prohibiting 
Promibitien of Im-' the importation into Egypt of cotton 
portation of Cotton . 
, seed from America. 
Seed from America. 





SPAIN. 


The “‘Gaceta de Madrid” of lst July contains a Royal Order 
notifying that the average rate of exchange 
mate ea (premium of exchange on Paris) during the 
Siteatieend of second fortnight of June was 38°59 per cent., and 
ete Duties that the corresponding reduction of the rates of 
avable in Gold Customs duty payable in gold during the first 
— ' fortnight of the present month is to be 28 per 
cent. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The following is the substance of some Decisions affecting the 

tiation application of the United States Customs Tariff 

Decisions which have recently been issued by the Treasury 
Department at Washington :— 
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Tarif, iia and Customs Ridin 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 


Sufficiency of protest—A protest must show upon its face the 
reasons for the importer’s objection to:the payment of duties. A‘ 
reference-to another and separate statement of such reasons, alleged 
to have been made elsewhere, is not a compliance with section 14, 
of the Customs Administrative Act, requiring that protests shall 
set forth “distinctly and specifically, and in respect to each entry. 
or payment, the reasons for the importer’s objections thereto.” 


_ Leakage of wines, liquors, &c.—No allowance can be made for’ 
leakage of wine from a cask prior to importation, for the reason. 
that paragraph 296 of the Tariff prohibits any such allowance. 


Photographs imported for the purpose of obtaining copyright, and. 
which are to be deposited in the archives of the Library of Congress, 
are free of duty upon the production of a-~—certificate from the 
Librarian of Congress showing that the articles have been SO. 
deposited. 


Confectionery—Hancy cakes.—‘‘ Amandines,” ‘“ acorn biscuits,”” 
* philippine,” “ liebniz schneerollen, ” and “cream cigarettes ” aré. 
dutiable as confectionery at the rate of 50 per cent. ad valorem, 
under paragraph 212 of the Tariff. 


Ball mill plates and kominuter plates (steel shapes, flat or curved: 
with slotted holes drilled through) are dutiable as “ plates and: 


steel in all forms and shapes not specially provided for” under the 
provisions of paragraph 135 of the Tariff. 


Steel shavings, steel wool, and steel fibre, used as a substitute for 
sandpaper in cleaning hard-wood floors and in polishing furniture. 
and other articles of wood, are dutiable at the rate.of 45 per cent. : 
ad valorem under paragraph 193 of the Tariff. 

[This reverses a previous Decision, reported in the “ Board of 
Trade Journal ” for the 11th January, 1900. ] 


Small metal thimble cases and portemonnaies, cheap and flimsy 
in character, washed in imitation of gold or silv er, and fitted with 
short brass gilt chains, are dutiable at the rate of 45 per cent. ad 
valorem under paragraph 193 of the Tariff. 


Women’s silver hand bags or purses, used for holding money, 
articles of wearing apparel, &c., are also dutiable at the rate of 
45 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 1 193. 


Vinaigrette bottles, or “‘ odour flasks,” made of, or decorated with, 
imitation precious metal, are dutiable at the rate of 60 per cent. 
ad valorem under paragraph 434 of the Tariff, as jewellery. 


Children’s rings.composed of base metal to imitate gold or silver, 
set with imitation precious stones, are also dutiable as jewellery, 
at the rate of 60 per cent. ad valorem, under paragraph 434. 
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Tarif Changes and Customs Regulations. | 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—vontinued. 


Borate of manganese.—The provision in paragraph 11 of the 
Tariff for other ‘‘ borate material,” includes only borate materials 
found in nature in a raw condition, such as the ‘ borates of lime 
or soda” enumerated in the same provision, and does not include 
borate of manganese, or bormangan, a manufactured article which 
is made from manganese and borates of lime or soda, and dutiable 
under the provision in paragraph 3, for chemical compounds and 
salts, at the rate of 25 per cent. ad valorem. 

[This reverses a previous Decision reported in the “Board of 
Trade Journal” for the 17th July, 1902.] 


Also the following :— 














Paragraph of 
the Tariff Rate of 
Bion under which Duty. 
dutiable. 
Glass beads, permanently or temporarily woene 
dutiable as manufactures of glass... 112 45 ¥ ad val, 
Egg-timers, composed of wood ard glass, wood in 
chief value ae ove 208 35% oy 
“* Piccolos,” or music boxes operated by the turning of 
a hand crank, dutiable as musical instruments... 453 45% 
Alarm clocks fitted with a musical attachment in lieu 
of a gong or bell, dutiable as clocks ... 191 40% 4 
Woollen clippings produced in the process of making 
up garments, dutiable as woollen rags ese - 363 10 cts. per lb. 





In virtue of authority contained in a recent Act of the United 

;' States Congress, the port of entry for the 
ne - “om Customs collection district of Burlington in 
One Jor ne the State of New Jersey has been removed 


Collection District . 
of Burlington. from: Trenton to Burlington. 





MEXICO. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
Se of a despateh from H.M. Minister at 
A pte of Mexico reporting the publication of a Mexican 
in Articl Decree by which certain foreign goods are 
aenreen, Srweme exempted from the payment of all import duties 
inte Gainteme and port dues for a period of one year from the 
mae. lst inst., when imported at ports in the Terri- 
tory of Quintana Roo, and destined for the exclusive use of the 

inhabitants of that Territory. 

A list of the articles exempted from duty may be seen on appli- 
cation at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., any day between 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m, to 1 p.m.). 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 


| COLOMBIA. 

With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 412 of 
Inport Tate on the ‘ Journal ” for the 2nd June, relative to 
caine the suspension of the ‘special reductions of 
Food-stuffs import duty on certain food-stuffs, the Board of 
' Trade have now received, through the Foreign 
Office, a translation of the Decree enacting this suspension. It is 
provided, however, that the food-stuffs in question are to enjoy the 
general reductions of duty accorded to merchandise imported at the 

ports of Arauca, Orocue, Tumaco, and Buenaventura, viz. :— 





Reduction 

per cent. 
At Arauca and Orocue ... ses dea ae 40 
,, lumaco ei ail ina ee cea 50 
, Buenaventura ... iia wine aaa mee 25 





SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT, 


SWEDEN. 


His Majesty’s Consul at Stockholm, in his recent report to the 
Railwer Foreign Office, gives the following particulars 
Statistics regarding the Swedish railways, taken from an 

; interesting lecture by a railway expert :— 

Length of private lines in 1903, 5,095 miles; of State lines, 
2,612 miles; and of both together, 7,707 miles. 

Average expense of constructing State lines, 5,000/. per kilom. 
(0°621 mile); normal gauge private lines, 3,444/. 8s. lld., and 
narrow gauge private lines, 1,666/. 13s. 4d. 

The total cost of all the Swedish railways has been about 
45,555,5500., or about 8/. 17s. 9d. per head of the population of the 
country. 

Gross receipts of private lines, about 2,666,660/.; of private and 
State lines together, 5,444,440/., or 444,440/. more than the pre- 
vious year—and the highest on record. (oreign Office, Annual 
Series, 3,193.) 





NETHERLANDS. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
; Consul at Rotterdam, reporting an announce- 
gong gy ment by the Agents of the “Deutsche Ost 
ettaileins Oe Afrika Linie” to the effect that from the 1st 
East Africa July, the steamers of the main line, hitherto 
sailing from Antwerp vid the Suez Canal to 
East Africa, Delagoa Bay and Durban, and returning vid Las 
Palmas, will sail from Rotterdam, and the intermediate boats from 
that port will only call at Genoa on the outward and homeward 
voyages, thus greatly reducing their period. 
By this arrangement a fortnightly service from Rotterdam to 
Kast Africa will be initiated. 
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. Ship ping.aad..T exc cant 





FRANCE.., 


A. telegram has been received at the Board: of Trade, from H:M; 
Consul at Bordeaux, reporting that the tonnage 

- dues, at Bayonne and. Boucau ‘wete intrepsed 
on ist July to eighty centimes per: register 
ton. 


Tonnage Dues 
at Bayonne and 
Boucan increased. 





2 we ar 


SPAIN. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
r Shins 2 COPY of a despatch from HLM. Minister at 
eo a = Madrid, enclosing a translation of a recent 
nie ee 9 Royal Decree in which it is stated that foreign 
pee Coasting vessels .are permitted, under the regulations 
Mn ene ones of. the coasting .trade, .to carry’ passengers and 
Trade. ate? 
eir luggage. . | | 


BRAZIL. 


With reference to the notice published on p. 599 of ‘last week’s 
issue of the ** Board of Trade Journal,” relative 
to a concession for a .coastwise service .of 
steamers for Brazil, it may be of. interest to 
note that, “though operating as a Brazilian company and sailing 
under the Brazilian flag, the concessionnaires in reality represent 
German interests, and apart from the anticipated usefulness of the 
new service, the introduction of the element of competition in the 
coasting trade may have a beneficial effect.” 


MANCHURIA. 


With reference to the notices on p. 607 of the ‘“ Board of Trade 

Relics 40 Shins Journal ” of dlst March, and on p. 81 of the 

Entering “ Journal ” of 14th April, a despatch has been 

Nowchwang received at the Foreign Office from H.M: 

; Minister at Peking, enclosing a copy of a 

further notification issued by the Russian authorities at Newchwang 

respecting the navigation of the harbour. The new regulations 
are as follows :— 

1. Incoming steamers off the bar after dusk must anchor 
outside the bar, and in no case cross the bar before daylight. 
At daylight pilots will proceed to meet the steamers and bring 
them in for examination by the military authorities off the Kast 
Spit and subsequently to their berths. 

2. Outlying steamers must leave the port in broad daylight in 
order to have time to cross the bar without stopping in the river. 
Steamers which for some reason are unable to cross the bar must 
return to the harbour, and are rot under any circumstances to 
remain in the river (t.e., below the fort) during the night. 

3. Pilots must not under any circumstances remain with their 
boats or steam launch near the bar (7.e., below the fort) during 
the night. They must return to the harbour before dark. 


ey 





Coasting Trade 
Concession. 
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MINERALS, METALS, AND MACHINERY, 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


A formal investigation was held in the Town Hall, Bilston, on the 

iahtoe edie 21st, 22nd, and 23rd of June into the circum- 

ih. p fews stances attending the explosion of a boiler 

Pe ct eng which occurred in the Britannia Iron and Steel 
P * Works, Bradley, on the 28th of March. 

The Commissioners found that the explosion was caused by a 
casual act of negligence on the part of one of the company’s 
servants, for which they would not hold the company responsible. 
No order was made as to costs. . 





AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


A supplement to the “‘ Government Gazette” of Western Australia, 

Output of dated 8th April, contains statistics of the 

Minerals (other output of minerals (other than gold) in that 

than Gold) in State in 1902 and 1903, from which the fol- 
lowing table is compiled :— 


























Western 
Australia. 
1902. | 1903. 
| Quantity. | Value. | Quantity. | Value. 
Tons. | £ | Tons. £ 
Black tin ... - aa 620 | 39,783 | 817 55,890 
Copper ore ... 7 sn 2,262 | 8,090 | 20,526 56,541 
Ironstone ... int 6 4,800 | 2,040 | 220 88 
Coal ... bed bi .. 140,884 {| 86,188 | 133,427 69,128 
Limestone ... -_ oil 5,080 | 1,340 | 1,280 178 
TRANSVAAL. 


The ‘“‘ Rhodesia Herald” states that the first blast-furnace in South 
Africa has recent!y been erected near Pretoria, 

Iron Industry. on the line of the railway; it is situated in 
the centre of iron deposits and in close proximity 

to coal supplies. ‘The furnace, which will have a weekly capacity 
of 500 tons of pig-iron, is to be followed by rolling-mills and a 
steel-converting plant. The natural advantages attending this 
enterprise seem very great, remarks the “ Herald,” as, in addition 
to iron ore and coal, there is plenty of limestone, which is required 
in the process of smelting, in the neighbourhood. The ore is of 
the hematite and magnetite variety, and runs 58 to 62 per cent. 
of metallic iron. A survey above ground and cross-cutting 
indicate that there are some 62,000, 000 tons of iron in sight. 
There is also manganese ore in Africa, and if the working of “the 
various mines is successful there should be important economic 
changes, 
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Minerals, Metals, and Machinery. 





RUSSIA. 


The * Journal de la Chambre de Commerce de Constantinople ” 
Satine publishes the following particulars of petroleum 
nenieentiin production in Russia :— 

The production of the naphtha wells in the 
peninsula of Apcheron in 1903 was 595,000,000 pouds, as com- 
pared with 637,000,000 pouds in 1902, and 675,000,000 pouds 
in 1901. The decrease in 1903 is due to the fact that, owing to 
the low market price of petroleum, several of the more important 
wells were not worked during the earlier part of the year; there 
was also a diminution in the output of some of the other wells. 
Moreover, work was severely hampered by labour disputes during 
the month of July. Some of the wells are giving signs of exhaus- 
tion, but on the other hand, new sources of production have been 
discovered in the district of Bibi-Hibat. 

In 1903, 80,000,000 pouds of naphtha were exported from 
Batoum, showing an increase of more than eight per cent. on the 
preceding year. Out of this figure, 61,000,000 pouds were 
petroleum, properly so-called. 27,000,000 pouds were sent to 
Oriental countries, the remainder to European countries. A large 
amount of petroleum was sent to the Far East by the Trans- 
Siberian railway. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


In his recent report H.M. Consul-General at San Francisco states 
that the price of oil has decreased during the past 
year and the railway companies have bought up 
largeoil properties. The fact, however, that many 
of the older wells—and this is especially the case 
in Southern California—are giving out, has led to 
a great deal of selling and attempted selling of worthless properties. 
They are mainly offered in the United Kingdom, which is the 
fvourite market for worthless Californian stock and unsaleable 
lands. The greatest caution as to oil properties offered for sale 
should be exercised, and those who are not experts or guided by 
expert advice would do well to leave Californian oil offers severely 
alone. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,185.) 


Caution as to 
Purchase of Oil 
Properties in 
California. 





JAPAN. 


The “ Japan Herald” states that a Japanese company have: been 
experimenting with shipments of coal to 

“ of Coal to America. ‘The results have been satisfactory, 
—_— and the company are arranging to carry on the 


export on a large scale. 
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YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH—SOUTH 
AUSTRALIA. 


The annual report of the South Australian Chamber. of Manufac- 
turers, recently received by the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
alludes to samples of hemp and cotton, grown 
in the Northern Territory of South Australia, 
having been sent the Branch some months ago. 
These samples, consisting of Sisal hemp, Bowstring hemp, 
Mauritius hemp and cotton, were transmitted to the Imperial 
Institute for examination and valuation, and the report upon them 
is contained at pp. 88-9 of the sixth “ Bulletin of the Imperial 
Institute,” published as a Supplement to the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 30th June. 


Samples of Hemp 
and Cotton from 
the Northern 
Territory. 





AGRICULTURE, 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise 
Corn Prices. in the week ended the 2nd July, were as 
follow :— 
Wheat ... ane sie .. 268. 4d. 
Barley ... on te a eS 


Oats... ons on isa +m ER. 
For further particulars see p. 39. 


A statement is published on p. 40, showing the quantities of 
Imports of Agri. te various descriptions of agricultural produce 
. ers ss — imported into the United Kingdom during the 

nce. week ended the 2nd July, 1904, as well as of 


the imports during the corresponding week of 1903. 





BRITISH INDIA. 


The following particulars are taken from a memorandum issued by 
03 the Statistical Department of the Government 
ilseed Cropof ey gin. 

rete fice The predictions of the second forecast issued 
on the 10th March regarding the large acreage and generally 
favourable conditions of the crop of winter oilseeds have been fully 
confirmed. For all oilseeds the increase compared with 1902-03, 
which was on the whole a favourable year, is 18°5 per cent. in 
acreage and 22°5 per cent. in yield. The area under linseed in 
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Agriculture. 





the United Provinces is unusually large, but owing to excess of 
moisture the crop was sown late and is expected to yield only 
80 per cent. of the normal. Bengal has a good average crop 
somewhat better than last year, and the Central Provinces with 
a rapidly expanding area has a crop nearly 82 percent. better than 
1902-03. The increase in Hyderabad is only apparent as it is 
caused by including jagirs which did not appear in previous years, 
but in Bombay the yield is nearly double that of last year. The 
improvement in rapeseed is chiefly due to the bumper crop in the 
Punjab, which has been exceeded only in the phenomenal year 
1900-01. Assam has a good average crop of mustard, and Bengal, 
which has estimated for a 90 per cent. crop on an area nearly 3 per 
cent. larger than last year, though somewhat below the average, 
accounts for 58 per cent. of the total production. The estimates 
for this province are, however, decidedly conjectural. Sind, owing 
to favourable inundation, has a remarkably good crop, nearly three 
times as great as last year and double the average. 

In Bombay the total area sown with linseed in the British 
districts and Native States comes to 294,000 acres (193,700 in 
the Deccan) being 48 per cent. over last year’s area and 3 per 
cent. above the decennial average. The yield is estimated to be 
25,600 tons, nearly double of last year’s yield, and 13 per cent. 
over the decennial average. ‘The increase in area is general in the 
Deccan and Karnatak, and is due to larger sowings of wheat and 
jawar with which the oilseed is sown mixed. The crop has been 
fairly good everywhere, though excessive late rains induced 
disease and rust in the Bijapur district in the Karnatak. The 
area under rape seed is returned at 153,600 acres (35,900 in 
Gujarat and 117,700 acres in Sind), which is 15 and 10 per cent. 
respectively over the last year’s area and the decennial average. 
The yield is estimated to be 28,500 tons (5,800 in Gujarat and 
22,700 in Sind), 82 per cent. in excess of last year’s crop and 
30 per cent. over the decennial average. In Gujarat there was a 
decrease in area as well as in yield owing to deficient late rains, 
In Sind the inundation was favourable and the outturn good, 
amounting to nearly double of the decennial average. 

In the Nizam’s Territory the area under both linseed and 
rhustard was much larger than in the preceding year. As regards 
yield, linseed shows an increase over the preceding year’s outturn, 
but in the case of mustard, of which little is grown, there is a 
decline. Comparison with the quinquennial and _ decennial 
averages is misleading as out of the jagir areas of 157,000 acres 
under linseed added this year only 20,500 acres were included in 
1902-03 and none in previous years. Owing to excessive rain 
autumn sowings suffered considerably and winter sowings had to 
be suspended. Severe cold and insects also injured the crops in ~ 


places. 
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AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH—QUEENSLAND. 


The ‘ Journal of Commerce ” (Melbourne) publishes the following 
particulars of the sugar crop of Queensland, 
based on the official returns of Mr. Thornhill 
Weedon, F-.S.S., the Government Statistician of 


Sugar Production 
of Queensland. 


the State. 

The crop of last season was very much similar to that of 1900, 
and it would seem, unless there is a serious change in prospects, 
that of the coming season will approach the record one of 1898. 
The following is a comparative statement of the area under culti- 
vation and the yield of sugar in each of the last five years :-— 











Area. Yield. 
Year. 
Cultivated. Crushed. Cane. Sugar. 
Acres. Acres. Tons. Tons. 
1899... ii mee ---| 110,657 79,435 1,176,466 123,289 
1900... = goo ...| 108,535 72,651 848,328 92,554 
1901 ... _ aes ..| 112,031 78,160 1,180,091 120,858 
1902... aad sins BAS 85,338 59,102 641,927 72,626 
19038... ae isis ...| 111,516 60,375 823,875 91,828 




















The total sugar, production of Australia for the years 1899-1903 
is stated to be as follows :— 














—— 1899. 1900. 1901, 1902. 1903. 

Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 

Queensland sade .-.| 123,289 92,554 120,858 76,626 91,828 
New South Wales col . 16,852 19,988 19,518 21,544 21,786 
Total ... ---| 138,641 112,542 140,376 98,170 113,614 
































FEDERATED MALAY STATES. 


The Resident-General for the Federated Malay States, in his 
annual report for the year 1903, writes as 
Cotton ' Ph vee 
nia follows, with regard to the cultivation of 
Cultivation. esti seis ™ 
“Attention has naturally been attracted to this product by the 
high prices recently ruling. Experiments are being conducted by 
the Superintendent, and correspondence has been published. It 
is not probable, I think, that the cultivation will succeed in our 
wet climate. It was tried some years ago in the adjoining Colony 
and proved a failure.” 
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FEDERATED MALAY STATES—eontinued, 


As regards the cocoanut industry—which is growing in importance 
c and will eventually be, as in Ceylon, a large 
sannent factor in the agricultural wealth of the State 

Industry. 1“ f . 

—the Resident-General states that the Inspector 

has continued to do excellent work, and is able, on the whole, to 

report considerable improvement in the management of their 
plantations by the natives. 

In his report for the past year Mr. Brown estimates the total 
acreage under cocoanut cultivation at 77,500 acres; a very small area 
when compared with the acreage under this cultivation in Ceylon, 
which amounts to over 800,000 acres. The ares in each State is 
given as Perak 39,500, Selangor 13,000, Negri Sembilan 13,000, 
and Pahang 12,000 acres, and the value of the plantations is placed 
at between twelve to fifteen million dollars, while there is reported 
to-be “a very great number” of new plantations coming forward. 


FALKLAND ISLANDS. 


In transmitting the report on the Blue Book of the Colony for 

1903, the Governor of the Falkland Islands 

Wild Geese. remarks that an agitation, with which he does 

not sympathise, is on foot to induce the Govern- 

ment to undertake on behalf of the farmers the diminution of the 
‘“‘ wild,” so called but in reality much too tame, goose. 

The price at present paid by farmers for the upper beaks of 
geese, as evidence of their slaughter, is 10s. per 100, and it is 
represented that from 100,000 to 150,000 (representing grass for 
20,000 sheep) might, with advantage to the sheep farmers, be 
destroyed annually. 

The Falkland Islands goose is excellent eating, being preferred 
by many to the domestic variety, and it is remarkable in these 
utilitarian days that no scheme has been devised for preserving the 
750,000 to 1,000,000 Ibs. of food and marketing the high class 
down, which this so termed locust-like scourge renders available. 

In addition to the present destruction of birds vast quantities of 
eggs are broken. 

Perhaps a ventilation of the subject may result in some relief to 
farmers without entailing deplorable waste. 


PORTUGUESE EAST AFRICA. 


H.M. Consul at Beira, in his recent report to the Foreign Office, 
states that most valuable and interesting experi- 

Cotton Cultiva- rents have been made in the cultivation of 
tion ete the cotton, for which the Beira district is believed 
Beira DIEM: te be admirably adapted, and which should 
prove a source of great profit to local planters. The experiments 
in question were made under the direction of the Mozambique 
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Company’s officials, and have had encouraging results. An area 
of about 4 acres was planted, but, owing to a misunderstanding, 
only 1,500 plants were raised instead of 5,000, which that extent 
of land conld easily have sustained. The result returned some 
1,300 Ibs. of cotton, which was forwarded unginned to Europe for 
examination and report. The British, French, and Belgian experts 
who conducted the examination were unanimous in regarding it as 
a fine cotton of the ordinary long staple description, but remark- 
able for its extraordinary strength. The value placed upon it 
properly ginned and picked was 7}d. to 8d. per lb. Naturally 
1,300 lbs. of cotton to 4 acres of land is not a paying proposition ; 
but the area mentioned, as will be gleaned from the above figures, 
is capable of producing more than three times that quantity. Experi- 
ments with this valuable commodity are now being made on a 
much larger scale, and it is believed that cotton cultivation has a 
great future before it in this large and apparently suitable region. 
Important experiments are also being made on the Zambezi and 
Shiré Rivers, and it is considered probable that during 1900 im- 
portant shipments will be despatched from Chinde. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


After reporting on the raisin industry, H.M. Consul-General at 
San Francisco, in his recent report to the 
Foreign Office, writes :— 

‘‘Quite a new departure in the raisin trade 
is the putting up in cartons of ‘seeded raisins.’ These are 
raisins from which the seeds are removed by a patented machine. 
They are prettily put up and have largely taken the place of 
‘candy.’ They are nutritious and fattening, and being seedless 
are greatly in vogue with invalids and those who fear the disease 
so remarkably prevalent in America—appendicitis. From the 
seeds oil is extracted and the refuse is used as fuel.” (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 3,185.) 





“Seeded ” raisins 
in California. 





MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 30th June, 1904, 

Cotton Statistics. was 32,072, and the number imported during 
the 26 weeks ended the 30th June was 

1,627,531... As, regards exports, the figures are, for the week 

ended the 30th June, 1904, 6,858 bales, and for the 26 weeks, 

231,733. 

For further details see p. 39. 
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CANADA. 
The Canadian Minister of Customs has forwarded a number of 
copies of the Customs Tariff of that Colony to 
Customs Tariff. the Curator of the Canadian Section, Imperial 
Institute, 8: W.; from whom persons interested 
may obtain copies free of charge. 


CAPE COLONY. 

Referring to the notice on p. 323 of the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal ” 
of 19th May, an extraordinary issue of the 
and Trade Marks “Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette,” 
pelts ey Wt dated 31st May, contains the text of the Act 

en assented to by the Legislative Council to amend 
the Law relating to patents for inventions, registration of designs, 
and trade marks. 








Patents, Designs, 





NATAL. 
The following returns of the population of the colony of Natal 
(exclusive of native areas) are published in the 
Census of 1904. ‘ Natal Government Gazette” of 3lst May :— 




















—— Male. Female. 
ag and Whites ese a oe wee 56,758 40,351 
Indians.. inl — one a sie sik 63,497 37,421 
Natives in service... one se ses oi 69,746 10,232 
Mixed and others ... whi bis wd eit 3,610 3,076 
Totals -_ -~ om sal 193,611 91,080 

wes ss 

Grand total... rem sae sities 284,691 








SWEDEN. 
The British Vice-Consul at Lulea reports that during 1903 a large 
Timber Trade combination of saw mill companies and firms 
Setibtinh at Baten took place within that district. 

The amalgamated company have in this way 
obtained control of large forests and of about 70 per cent. of the 
total shipment of the wood from the Lulea district. (Poreign 
Office, Annual Series, 3,193.) 


ITALY. 
A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
— es Consul-General at Florence, reporting that, in 
oummntiien, with August next, a school will be opened, attached 
to the University of Ferrara, in connection with 





the ag —— the sugar, starch, and alcohol industries. 
a ne The teaching will include Technical Chemistry, 


Technical Mechanics, Seed Selection and Tech- 
nical Agriculture, Zymotechnics, Legal Matters and Accounts, and 
Chemical and Industrial Analyses. 
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Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 26 Weeks ended 30th June, 1904. 









































Week ended ages: Week ended pteog 
—_——- 30th June, 30th June, 
1904 30th June, 1904 30th June, 
, 1904. . 1904. 
IMPORTS. EXPORTS, 
(Bales.) ( Bales.) 
No. No. No. No. 
American .,, one ais 20,397 1,148,343f 2,828 141,673 
Brazilian ove eee one 241 75,6827 — 3,552 
East Indian ... a “ai 5,072 141,438 942 32,8627 
Egyptian... eee a 5,466 231,691 3,088 49,270 
Miscellaneous eee eee - 896* 30,3777 — 4,376 
Total... we on 32,072 1,627,531 6,858 231,733 
* Including 65 bales British West African. t+ Corrected figures. 





Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter 
of 8 bushels, lmperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors 
and Officers of Excise in the week ended 2nd July, 1904, and 
corresponding weeks of the seven previous years pursuant to the Corn 
Returns Act, 1882. 





Average Price. 





Wheat, Barley. Oats. 





mS 


a «&@ ad 
a l 


BS o 


Week ended 2nd July, 1904 va din 


Corresponding week in— 


1897 ... eee eee eee ove ooo] 27 4 17 4 18 8 
1898 ... ove eee eee eee ooo} 36 10 25 0 20. 5 
1899 ... eee eee eee eee oo} 25 7 21 9 18 1 
1900 ... eee eee eee eee eee} 27 10 22 10 19 5 
1901 ... eee eee eee eee oo} 27 8 21 9 19 10 
1902 ... eee eee vee eee oe 30 8 25 «5 22 «5 
1908 ... eee eee eee eee oof 26 8 20 7 18 6 














* Section 8 of the Corn Keturns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty [mperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 


















































x 


ene apie 8 eg tre Oe ete ge 
































— 





40 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


[July 7, 1904. 





Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 


Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
Produce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
2nd July, 1904, together with the quantities imported in the 
corresponding week of the previous year. 








Week ended ; Correspond- 
2nd July, ing week 
1904. in 1903. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ... = «s. Number. 11,172 9,934 
Sheep andlambs... 0. ves ows * 3,422 2,660 
Swine eee eee eco won eee ” — a a 
Se" “aus —~-ens ~~~ ee “0 = 231 502 
Fresh meat :— 
Beef... eee eee eee eee @ec Cwts. 90,674 79,579 
Mutton eee eee eee eee eee 9? 90,894 89,523 
Pork eee eee eee eee eee + }) 5,822 4,876 
Salted or preserved meat :— 
Bacon aS ria: Sa Cwts. 103,877 94,742 
Beef ie a teh omen ms - 2,824 1,228 
Hams eee een eee eee eee 99 80,471 40,861 
Pork eee ese eee ese eee 9? 3,519 5,159 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh ... 9 13,655 9,694 
Meat,preserved otherwise thanbysalting . 18,732 12,512 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Butter see eee eee eee eee OCwts. 92,177 96,725 
Margarine eee eos eee eee . ”? 15,752 14,387 
Cheese eee eee eee eee . 99 55,845 61,558 
Milk, fresh,in cansordrums ... .. 9 — 18 
» cream i) | ow Pty " 295 339 
at condensed eee eee eee ee 9? 16,150 19,612 
» preserved, otherkinds ... .. wo 153 i} 
ZS a. ove oe eve oes os Grt. Hundr, 450,655 329,022 
Poultry and game ... 890... tee we Value £ aa} 4.755 
Game... at at we - a - 10 . 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) —, <e Owts, 250 488 
a” he. eae SRA eile ‘ * 46,289 43,872 
Corn, grain, meal and flour :— 
Wheat ane _ nis 7 ms Cwts. 2,079,000 2,823,215 
Wheat meal and flour .. alias -teniil ws 279,400) 604,337 
Barley eee eee eee eee ae 99 477,800 341,597 
Oats ana Soe a am . na 240,000 386,404 
Peas eee eee eee eco . 9 36,7 80 80,890 
Beans eee eee eee eee . 9 9,830 23,016 
Maize orIndiancorn ... ms 1,106,800 811,992 
Fruit, raw :-— 
Apples ese eee ece eee . Cwts. 23,290 9,017 
Apricots and peaches ... .w. ~~ " 1,619 2,504 
ae i - Bunches. 92,829 82,681 
Cherries... _ = se eo Cwts, 26,908 15,091 
Currants eee eee eee eco e Th) 27,027 9,682 
Gooseberries eee eee eee ee 9? 4,846 8,834 
Grapes eee eee ee ee bP] 334 472 
Lemons eee eee ece eee . 9 25.9381 41,517 
Oranges eee eee eee eee . 99 97,871 28,278 
Pears eee see eee ece ee 99 178 1 
Plums eco eee eee eee . ” 2,400 615 
Straw berries eee eve eee rT) 9”? 3,536 3,565 
Unenumerated ... sss save = 7,420 8,435 
Hay eee eee ece ece eee ee Tons, 3,152 3,059 
Straw eee eee eee eee eee ee 99 2,633 1,577 
Hops eee eee eee eee eee ve Cwts. 711 1,825 
Locust beans... eco eee ecco ~~ 9 23,160 25,500 
Vegetables, raw :— 
Onions ece eee eee eae ee Bushels. ] 17,31 4 40,133 
Potatoes eee see see eee ee Cwts, 435,714 403,165 
Tomatoes see eee eee eee Bo 99 51,023 44.937 
Unenumerated ... oes ees ‘ Value £ 9,448 8,224 
Vegetables, dried ... “6 ale ~ Owts, 4,029 1,798 
Preserved by canning ... ove a - 3,904 3,444 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of May, 1904, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a cost, in the present instance, 
of ls. per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, 
London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. Oliver 
. a Edinburgh ; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, 

ublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the “‘ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1903, in two volumes, 
may be purchased at a cost of 7s. ld. for the first, and 5s. 
for the second volume, at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly 
Accounts, gives Abstract Tables for the years 1899-1903, and 
detailed statements of imports and exports of each article (from 
and to each country) in the first volume, and in the second volume 
details as to customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, tranship- 
ments, and articles in bond, and particulars of the trade of the 
United Kingdom with each foreign country. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade about the 
16th of each month. The following are among the more im- 
portant articles which appear in the number issued on the 16th 
June:—State of the Labour Market in May; Dispute in 
London Cab Trade; Agricultural Wages in 1903; Annual Co- 
operative Congress; Franco-Italian Labour Convention; Labour 
Disputes in Germany in 1903; Emigration and Immigration in 
1903; Prices of Bread, Wheat and Flour ; Recent Conciliation and 
Arbitration Cases; Legal Cases affecting Labour; Reports on 
Kmployment in the Principal Industries, &c., &c. 

FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 

The following is a résumé of some of the more interesting 
subjects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual and 
Miscellaneous Series issued since the last number of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal.” 
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ANNUAL. 
No. 3,194. Trade of Moscow for 1903. 





Trade, on the whole, ‘slightly 
better than in 1902. 

Table, showing total import 
of agricultural machinery into 
Russia during the years 
1901-03. 

Particulars of type of agri- 
cultural machinery most in 
demand. 


Growing demand for electri- 
cal appliances. | 

Statistics of imported and 
Central Asian cotton: possi- 
bilities of increasing the acreage 
under cotton in Central Asia. 

Openings for Indian | tea, 
leather, typewriters, china, 


photographic appliances, &c. 
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Government Publications. 





No. 3,195. Trade of Cadiz for 1903. 


Return of principal articles 
of import and export at the 
port of Cadiz, with remarks on 
the character of the trade in 
each article. 

Table, showing the highest 
and lowest price obtained for 
British coal in each of the last 
ten years. 

Remarks on local industries : 
iron and cement works, sugar 


manufacturing, shipbuilding, 
&e. 

Scheme for the reconstruc- 
tion and improvement of the 
harbour. 

Details of sherry trade: 
30,078 butts, of 108 gallons 
each, exported during the year. 

Suggested coast railway from 
San Fernando to Tarifa. 


This publication also contains reports from Cordoba, Huelva, 


San Roque and Seville. 


No. 3,196. Trade of Baden for 1903. 


After more than two years’ 
stagnation, commerce and in- 
dustry showed a slow but steady 
recovery. 

Many branches of industry 
complain of the high prices they 
have to pay for raw or half- 
manufactured iron and steel 


which producers dump at low 
prices on foreign markets. 
Remarks on wheat and hop 
market. 
Large increase of consump- 
tion of potato spirit. 
Particulars of alcohol and 
coal trusts. 


No. 3,197. Trade of Ichang for 1903. 


Table showing the value-of 
the gross and net trade of the 
port for the past ten years. 

Statistics of imports: large 
increase in import of Indian 
yarn; decrease in Japanese 
yarn. 


Shipping returns show a 
slight decrease in steamers, 
and for the first time in the 
history of the port the British 
flag takes second place, the 
Japanese heading the list. 


No. 3,198. Prussian Estimates for 1904-05. 


The estimates for the 
year place the revenue at 
137,799,608/., as against 
128,368,592/. in 1903-04. 

The anticipated increase in 
the revenue is mainly attri- 
buted to increased railway 
receipts, which are estimated 
at about 6,800,000/. more than 
last year. 

Table of revenue, showing 
the proportion derived from 
State property and enterprises, 





taxation, and administrative 
receipts. 

Details of income tax, show- 
ing amount derived in 1903-4 
by a progressive scale. 

Table of expenditure: 
4,984,9611. to be expended on 
the State railways, about a 
quarter of which is intended 
for an increase of rolling stock, 
the remainder for improvement 
of buildings and of the perma- 


nent way. 
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Government Publications. 





No. 3,199. Trade of Austria-Hungary for 1903. 


Total value of _ trade 
with foreign countries was 
166,000,000/.; this exceeds 
the total of the previous year 
by 14,500,000/. 

Comparative table of imports 
and exports, showing an in- 
crease under the former head 


of 3,500,000/. in raw materials, 
and of nearly 2,590,000/. in 
manufactured goods. 

Tables dealing with the 
principal categories of merchan- 
dise imported from, and ex- 
ported to, the United Kingdom, 
its colonies and dependencies. 


No. 3,200. Trade of New Orleans for 1903. 


Imports have risen from 
0,074,6312. in 1902 to 
6,005,136/. in 1908. 

Large increase in import of 
fruit from the West Indies. 

Particulars of principal ex- 
ports: corn, flour, cotton, &c. 

Statistics of immigrants from 
different countries since 1820. 

New Orleans is the only port 
where goods are exempt from 
port charges. Vessels _fre- 


quently load at the goods 
stations of the different rail- 
ways and pay nothing for lying 
alongside their quays. 

Large goods station and new 
docks about to be constructed 
at Chalmette ; 1,000,000/. has 
already been assigned for these 
works, which, when completed 
will greatly reduce the charges 
on freight shipped from or 
landed at New Orleans. 


This publication also contains reports from Jacksonville, Mobile, 


and Pensacola. 
No. 3,201. 


Work begun on outer har- 
bour, which is not likely to be 
completed for two years. 

Great inflow of rail-borne 
British commodities which are 
not shown in statistics of im- 
ports. Constant demand for 
same. 


Trade of Nice in 1903. 


Opening for Irish lace, which 
is being counterfeited in 
Switzerland. 

Statistics of imports, ex- 
ports and shipping at Nice, 
Cannes, and Mentone. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. 614. Live Stock in Mexico. 


Extent of the cattle breed- 
ing industry in Mexico, the 
number of head reported to 
exist being 5,142,475. 

_ Detailed 
the industry in various States. 


examination of 


Statistics of exports. of 
prepared or salted hides. 

Particulars of sheep, swine, 
goat, and horse breeding. 
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OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Annual Statement of the Navigation and Shipping of the United 
Kingdom for the year 1908. [Cd. 2,122. ] Price 3s. 2d. 


This return, which is compiled annually in the Statistical 
Department of the Board of Trade, contains statements of the 
entries and clearances of sailing and steam vessels engaged in the 
foreign and coastwise trades at the several ports of the United 
Kingdom, together with statistics of vessels built and registered 
at each port, &c., &c. Comparative summary tables embracing 
the five years 1899 to 1903 are contained in the return as regards 
vessels entered and cleared at ports in the United Kingdom, 
proportion of British to Foreign tonnage, &c., &c. 

In the present issue fuller details have been given than those 
contained in previous numbers relating to the entrances and clear- 
ances of vessels at individual ports of the United Kingdom. A new 
table has also been added, showing the number and tonnage of 
sailing and steam vessels that entered and cleared with cargoes and 
in ballast at each port of the United Kingdom, coastwise. 


Thirty-third Annual Report of the Deputy Master and Comptroller 
of the Mint, 1903. [Cd. 2,137.] Price 114d. 


According to this report, the number of pieces struck at the 
Royal Mint in 1903 (exclusive of Colonial coinage) amounted to 
64,625,305, of which 11,410,684 were in gold, 15,017,245 in silver, 
and 38,197,376 in bronze, as compared with a total of 81,108,815 
in 1902. Including the Colonial coinage, which rose from 
41,277,735 in 1902 to 50,072,415 in 1903, the total number of 
coins struck at the Royal Mint amounted in 1903 to 114,697,720, 
as compared with 122,386,550 in 1902. 

The value of the issues of imperial. coin in 1903 was much 
greater than in 1902, as will be seen from the following 
statement :— 











———_ 1902. 1903. 
Issues of — £ £ 
Gold coin... _ sted wn — 6,908,000 10,144,000 
Silver coin ... - -_ wae ons 937,202 557,247 
Bronze coin ... oie th ‘a “aa 148,499 113,895 
Total _ wee *- oe 7,993,701 10,815,142 
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LIST OF FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


THE following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 
which have been issued in the Annual and Miscellaneous Series since 
lst January, 1904, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 


East Harding Street, Fleet Street, H.C. 
The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed in italics. 








No. Place. Price|| No. Place, Price 
EUROPE— 602 | Textile Technical Schools in 
Austria-Hungary: Germany: Development 
3199 | Austria-Hungary «+1903) Lid. of the Textile Industries...| 5d. 
603 | Technical Schools in Ger- 
Belgium : many for Special Branches 
3125 | Antwerp: Shipping and of the Metal Industries ...| 3d. 
Navigation ... --- 1903} 1d. || 608 | Special Schools for Ship 
3116 | Belgium: Finances and Engineers in Germany ...| 23d. 
Commerce in 1902 and 609 | Technical Instruction in 
Budget Estimates for-1904| 2d. Naval Architecture and 
604 | Canals and other Navigable Engineering in Germany. 2hd. 
Waterways of Belgium ...|11}d.|| 611 | Navigation Schools in Ger- 
612 | Customs Tariff of Belgium | 1d. many hee oh | Ld, 
613 | Projected Rhine - Neckar - 
Denmark : Danube Ship Canal | 3d. 
3113 | Denmark (Supplemen- 
tary) ... ..-1902) 4d. Greece: 
3119 | Denmark (Financial 3179 | Cyclades 001903} 1}d. 
condition) _ 1}d.|| 3126 | Greece: Finances 7d. 
3180 | Denmark ...1903) 33d. 
3138 | Iceland... 1900-02) 13d.|/| 3156 | Morea and Provinces 
of Atolia and Acarn- 
France and French Colonies: ania ... ...1903| lid. 
3184 | Bordeaux 1903) 24d.|| 3148 Thessaly a wera 1S 
3176 | Brest ... “a oe» yy | L§d.|| 3166 | Pirseus ... at codiign 11 BOM 
3146 | Calais ... coe, cena ee 
3149 | Cherbourg ... ooo 99 | ZO. Italy: 
3181 | Cochin-China ... oe yy | 2d. |) 3120 | Italy: Finances 1903) 13d. 
3172 | French Budget for 1904 2d. || 3118 | South Italy... oe oo ft a 
3171 | Havre ... ---1903) 3d. || 605 | Changes in the Distribution 
$117 | Indo-China +1902) 1d. of Works of Art in the 
3164 | 5 5 1903-04) 1d. Royal Galleries of 
3130 | Nantes... _ ...1903) 1d, Florence ... ia i 
3201 | Nice... ove + 95 | 2@. || 610 | Industrial Development of 
3147 | Pondicherry & Karikal ,, | ld. Italy . ...| 13d. 
German Empire and Colonies: Netherlands: 
3196 | Baden ... ---1903|} $d. || 3136 | Amsterdam 1903} 1d. 
3145 | Chemnitz ita coe gp | 40. || 3163 | Java... otk sisevlen 1 OR 
3129 | Estimates of the German 
Empire ...1904) 1d. Portugal: 
3153 | Germany P .--1903|} 3d. || 3183 | North Portugal ...1903} 13d. 
3186 | Hamburg oni wee 55 | 3$da.|| 3178 | South Portugal xen ane 
3137 | Pomerania... wee 5) | 2d. || 3187 | Beira ... - ia 
3198 | Prussian Estimates, 1904-5) ld. 
GO1l | Technical Instruction in Russia : 
Germany : Special Schools 3128 | Odessa ... eee ...1902} 24d. 
and Courses for Mechan- 3194 | Moscow... ee ...1903| lid. 
ical Engineering and 3142 | Poland and Lithuania... ., | 24d. 
Electro-Technies ... .| 44d.|| 3115 | Rostov-on-Don .- 1902} 1$d. 
3173 - o one +01 903| 24d 
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No. Place. Price|| No. Place. Price 
Servia: 3200 | New Orleans ... .-.1903} 2d. 
3139 | Servia ... 1902 and nine 3159 | New York ... as tp 1 oo 
months of 1903) 1d. || 3161 | Philadelphia ... os ‘ Poe 
3177 | Porto Rico... we 
Spain 3144 | Texas _ es, | 
3152 | Bilbao ... ...1903|} 2$d.|| 3185 | California, Nevada, 
3195 | Cadiz one | Utah, and Arizona ... ,, | 23d. 
3165 | Galicia, Asturias, and 
Leon ... ae ooo oe | eee 
3188 | Malaga ... lid. AMERICA, SOUTH— 
Argentina: 
Sweden : 3131 | Argentine Finances, 1902-03} 14d. 
3193 | Stockholm --- 1903} 2d. || 3157 | Rosario... --- 1903) ld. 
3123 | Sweden 1902-04) 13d. 
Brazil : 
Switzerland : 3191 | Rio Grande do Sul, 1901-03) 13d. 
3150 | Switzerland --- 1903) 4d. 
Chile: 
Turkey: 3124 | Coquimbo 4d. 
3154 | Aleppo and Adana _....1903} 2d. 
3168 | Basra ... eee i > | oo Colombia : 
3192 | Beirut and Coast of 3114 | Colombia 2hd. 
_ eee 
3140 | Constantinople ie gy 2 Peru: 
3170 | Smyrna... wae 13d.|| 3134 | Iquitos ... ...1903| 3d. 
3160 | Trebizond .--1903| 13d. 
ASIA— 
AFRICA— China: 
3122 | Alexandria... ...1902| 2d. || 3174 | Chinkiang .--1903} 1d. 
3121 | Egypt ... ... 1887-1902} 23d.|| 3151 | Hankow one i oo 1 oe 
3135 | Liberia ... - .-.1903| 1d. || 3197 | Ichang ... wie is 7 aa 
3141 | Tunis ... a ...1902| 13d.|| 3162 | Kiungchow ... a. 2 oe 
606 | Prospects of Growing Cotton 3169 | Newchwang ... wx « 1 
in the East Africa Pro- 3190 | Ningpo .. eee meine 
tectorate ... sie ...| 1d. || 3155 | Swatow... “— has aan 
607 | Country Produce Traffic on 3127 | Tientsin .- 1900-03) 64d. 
the Uganda Railway .| Id. || 3158 | Wuhu ... eos .-.1903) 3d. 
AMERICA, NORTH— Persia : 
Mexico: 3167 | Kerman eee 1903-04) 1d. 
3112 | Mexico... «+-1902) 24d.)| 3189 | Kermanshah ... - 23d. 
614 | Livestock in Mexico .| 23d.|| 3182 | Persian Gulf ... 1903) 3d. 
United States of America: Siam : 
8175 | Boston ... ai ...1903} 2d. || 3143 | Chiengmai ---1902) 1}d. 
3133 | Maryland, Virginia, 
West Virginia, and PACIFIC ISLANDS— 
Kentucky ... eos 99 | 294.|| 3132 | Samoa ... ---1903) 1d. 
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Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since lst January, 
1904, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 














No. Price. 
EUROPE— 
Denmark : 
_ Agreement between the Post Office of the United Kingdom 
and the Post Office of Denmark for the anehanee of anaes 
parcels ove eee oe ees eo 3d. 
Italy : 
3 Agreement between the United Kingdom and Italy pro- 
viding for the settlement by arbitration of certain classes 
of questions which may arise ... id. 
Spain : 
4 Agreement between the United Kingdom and Spain pro- 
viding for the Settlement by arbitration of certain classes 
of questions which may arise... - $d. 
AMERICA, NORTH— 
United States of America: 
1 Convention between the United States and Hong Kong for 
the establishment of a parcel post service ... 1d. 
2 Convention respecting Payment of Light and Harbour Dues 
by vessels of the United States in Zanzibar... 3d. 














COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued 
since lst January, 1904, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottis- 
woode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. :— 























Annual. 

No. Place. Price. 
413 British Guiana 3d. 
— Cyprus 3d. 

Bahamas in oan ls. 2d. 
414 Jamaica... oat eve ose ood sion ee one 53d. 
415 Falkland Islands ... ‘i lid, 
416 Leeward Islands ... eee 3d. 

Miscellaneous. 
No. Place. Price. 
26 Northern Nigeria. Report on Mineral and Vegetable 





Products ... ae a _ jel ve oss ons 





2d. 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH 


OF THE 


BOARD OF TRADE. 








The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board 
of Trade was established in 1899, in consequence of a report by a Depart-— 
mental Committee, with a view to meet the constantly increasing demand © 
for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters in the 
interests of British trade, so far as it can be met by Government action, | 
It is intended to be a centre at which information on all subjects of” 
commercial interest shall be collected and focussed in a form convenient” 
for reference. In addition, it is the duty of the Branch, as far as the ™ 
interests of British Trade permit, to afford information in reply to enquiries ~ 
by traders on commercial matters. F 

The office is housed at No. 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., and © 
(subject to the Comptroller-General of the Commercial, Statistical, and ~ 
Labour Departments of the Board of Trade) is under the direction of ~ 
Mr. T. Worthington. The Intelligence Branch endeavours, on applica © 
tion being made to it either personally or by letter, to supply information ~ 
with regard to the following subjects, viz.: Commercial Statistics; ~ 
Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs and Customs Regulations; ~ 
Lists of firms abroad engaged in particular lines of business in different © 
localities; Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender; Sources of © 
Supply, Prices, &c., of Trade Products; Forms of Certificates of Origin; ~ 
Regulations concerning Commercial Travellers, &e., &c. k: 

In consequence of the transfer of the Imperial Institute to the Board ~ 
of Trade from the beginning of last year, the work formerly carried on by ~ 
the Commercial Intelligence Offices of the Imperial Institute is now con- — 
ducted by the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, ~ 

The Commercial Intelligence Branch is also in communication with ~ 
the Imperial Institute at South Kensington, of which Professor Wyndham ~ 
Dunstan, F.R.S., has been appointed director by the Board of Trade. © 
Among the branches of work in charge of Professor Dunstan are the © 
scientific investigation of the economic products of the British Empire ~ 
with a view to their commercial utilisation, and the superintendence of — 
the arrangement and classification of the Collections of these products © 
which are exhibited at the Institute. From time to time samples and ~ 
specimens of raw and manufactured products will be shown in the sample ~ 
room at 73, Basinghall Street. ; 

The “Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through ~ 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence Branch and ~ 
intended for general information is conveyed to the public. The 
“ Journal” is now issued weekly at the price of ld. Supplements to the 
“ Board of Trade Journal” are issued quarterly, under the title of the 
“Imperial Institute Bulletin,” containing information and reports bear- 
ing on the work carried out in the Imperial Institute at South Kensing teal 

CoMMERCIAL DEPARTMENT, Boarp oF TRADE. 

May, 1904. 

















